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Wilbraham’s new favorite pig, Wilbur Ham, the official Peach Blossom Festival mascot, makes some special visits May 31 to celebrate 
birthdays in town. At left, Wilbur poses with Hunter Smith, 4. At right, 15-year-old Audrey LePre celebrates with Willbur. To schedule a visit 


from Wilbur, email thepeaches@peachblossomfestival.org. TIMES PHOTOS SUBMITTED 


School Committee urges 
lawmakers for more funding 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -—- It is 
no secret that public schools 
across the state could use more 
funding for such necessary and 
mandated costs as technology 
improvements and student bus- 
ing. In hopes of increasing such 
funding from federal and state 
sources, the Hampden-Wilbra- 
ham Regional School Com- 
mittee is asking lawmakers to 
make more funding available. 

During its May 28 work- 
shop meeting, conducted vir- 
tually using the online video 
conferencing software Zoom, 
the School Committee voted to 
draft a letter to lawmakers urg- 
ing them to send an estimated 
$58 billion to the states as part 
of the federal Heroes Act legis- 
lation earmarked for education. 

“The other day the Demo- 
cratic Town Committee asked 
me to ask the School Commit- 
tee if they would endorse a let- 
ter to our politicos, both local, 
state and national, urging the 
passage of the Heroes Act,” 
School Committee member and 
retired Stony Hill Elementary 
School principal Sherrill Caru- 
ana said. “That’s the last set 
of funding to help the nation 
weather the economic storms 


caused by the pandemic.” 

Caruana said the legislation 
seeks a total of $250 billion in 
education funding, of which 
roughly $58 billion would be 
administered through the states 
and directed to local schools. 

The original motion sought 
to urge the passing of the leg- 
islation, but after discussion 
it was amended to to solely 
endorse the education compo- 
nent. The amendment passed 
by a roll call vote of 6-0, with 
Heather Zanetti abstaining. The 
committee passed the motion 
by a vote of 4-3, with Zanetti 
and fellow Committee mem- 
bers Michelle Emirzian and 
Maura Ryan voting against. 
Following the vote, Emirzian 
noted she was confused over 
what the Committee was voting 
and signified for the record that 
she did support the letter. 

School Committee Chair- 
man Patrick Kiernan will work 
to draft a letter that for the 
Committee’s approval. 

In other news, Superinten- 
dent of Schools Albert Ganem 
Jr. updated the School Commit- 
tee on the potential re-opening 
of schools. He said, following a 
Zoom meeting with the state’s 
Commissioner of Education 


Please see , page 12 
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Hampden, 
Wilbraham 
prepare for 
ATM 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


The novel coronavirus has 
caused disruptions to just about 
every facet of life in the commu- 
nity. One annual tradition that 
lives on is Annual Town Meet- 
ing, which will take place Mon- 
day, June 15 at 7 p.m. for both 
Hampden and Wilbraham. 

Hampden voters will meet 
at Thornton W. Burgess Middle 
School, 85 Wilbraham Road, to 
decide the fate of 15 warrant ar- 
ticles including the fiscal 2021 
budget. Wilbraham will assem- 
ble at Minnechaug Regional 
High School, 621 Main St., to do 
the same with a warrant featuring 
47 articles. 

In Wilbraham, one of the ear- 
liest articles with financial im- 
pacts is Article 14, which seeks to 
transfer $380,280 from free cash 
to fund capital projects, includ- 
ing $57,780 for nine cameras for 
the Police Department, $30,000 


Please see , page 17 


Share the road for satety’ S sake 


Hampden woman 
joins cycling safety 
movement 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— With business 
and leisure activities limited due 
to the novel coronavirus, a grow- 
ing number of folks throughout 
the region are seemingly taking 
to the streets to get some fresh 
air. From walking to running and 
cycling, people are rediscovering 
their community while improv- 
ing their physical and mental 
well-being. 

One Hampden woman, while 
pleased with the number of folks 
exercising, hopes to spark a safe- 
ty discussion and re-educate the 
community on the rules of the 
road, having joined a growing 
nationwide safety movement. 

“There’s been so many peo- 
ple hit by no fault of their own,” 
Erica Jansons said. “I want driv- 
ers to stop and think that that 
cyclist could be someone you 
know: your brother, your sister 
or a friend. My hope, with more 
cyclists on the road is that driv- 
ers will use more caution and re- 
member that a cyclist is a human 
being, not an object.” 


Please see , page 12 





Hampden bicyclist Erica Jansons, an ambassador for the movement 
It Could Be Me, hopes to increase awareness of local motorists to 
share the road responsibly. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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= NEWS ABOUT TOWN 
Celebrating unsung heroes during pandemic 


We hear stories—rightly so—about 
people at work on the front lines of the 
COVID-19 crisis, such as doctors, nurs- 
es and first responders. Occasionally we 
hear stories about folks stocking grocery 
shelves, prepping take-out orders or man- 
ning the pharmacy counter. All these peo- 
ple working to help others are community 
heroes. 

This story is about the unsung heroes 
who go quietly about their crucial work 
supporting vulnerable individuals. They 
help folks with disabilities living in the 
community by providing outreach and 
support. Two such unsung heroes are Ali- 
zamari Diaz and Robert Laviolette. 

Diaz and Laviolette are members of 
the outreach team in MHA’s Integration 
and Community Living Division. They 
work closely with vulnerable adults who 
need help in their daily lives due to devel- 
opmental or intellectual disability, often 
complicated by concerns with their men- 
tal health. Most often, these folks have no 
family of their own. The Outreach Team 
are the familiar faces and voices they 
count on, every day. 

Diaz and Laviolette are passionate 
about keeping people safe during the 
COVID-19 crisis, but recently the pain 
of personal loss hit close to home. Di- 
az’s dear friend of nearly 20 years died 
of COVID-19 in Atlanta, Georgia, just 
days after returning home from a family 
reunion in New York City. Laviolette’s 
older brother, a U.S. military veteran, 
contracted COVID-19 as a resident of the 
Holyoke Soldier’s Home, and he died as 
a result. 
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Alizamari Diaz (left) and Robert Laviolette, members of MHA’s Outreach Team, 
have helped make a difference in others’ lives while facing loss in theirs due to the 


COVID-19 outbreak. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Despite these traumatic losses in their 
own lives, the two have continued to work 
every day, serving others. “What am I go- 
ing to do, sit at home and feel sad?” Lavi- 
olette said. “Working is therapeutic in a 
way, and the folks I work with count on 
me. They became like family.” 

Diaz concurs. “I love what I do. This 
is work that comes from the heart, and 
sometimes you have to put your own feel- 
ings to the side and be there for the people 
you care for. I feel like they’ve saved me 


with all that I’ve been going through. One 
of my clients cheers me up every single 
day. We eat lunch together, I get him his 
coffee, and I feel like I owe it to him to 
be there for him. These folks don’t even 
know all the impact they have in my life. 
I’m glad to be there for them.” 

MHA’s Outreach Team provides per- 
sonal support to individuals with chronic 
mental health challenges, those experi- 
encing cognitive, intellectual or develop- 
mental challenges and those living with 





VOTE 


To Relocate the 
New Wilbraham 
Senior Center 
to Memorial School 


Locating a new Senior Center at Memorial 
School is neither practical nor fiscally prudent 
for Wilbraham Seniors and taxpayers. Simply 
put, it’s just not a sound choice. 


The 8-member Feasibility Committee considered 20 
buildings or sites over a 7-year period. They held 39 
public committee meetings. Memorial School is 70 years 
old and needs significant renovations to make it ADA 
compliant and bring it up to code. The committee, as well 
as various town officials, toured Memorial School 3 times 
and each time came to the same conclusion: Memorial 
School is too big and too costly! The committee 
unanimously decided that the best location was 
behind Town Hall on Springfield Street. (See 
complete Feasibility Committee Study on Town’s website) 


It’s utterly foolish to soend more money and get less. 
Respect the wisdom and due diligence of the Feasibility 
Committee and others who were involved! 


Friends of Wilbraham Seniors ask for your support... 


PLEASE VOTE NO ARTICLE 46 


Annual Town Meeting 


MRHS - Monday June 15, 7:00 
(Check Town’s Website About Covid-19 Guidelines) 


Ad Produced and Paid for by Friends of Wilbraham Seniors Inc. 









NO Article 46 
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an acquired brain injury. Outreach staff 
members help these folks to live with 
greater independence in the community. 
That can involve helping them with as- 
pects of home life, such as meal prepara- 
tion, going over their mail, helping them 
to manage their money and pay their 
bills, and accompanying them on trips to 
the store. In some cases, Outreach Team 
members advocate for their clients with 
landlords and at doctor’s appointments. 

“People don’t choose this career for 
the paycheck; they choose it to make a 
positive impact in the lives of vulnerable 
people,” Diaz said. “And in the process, 
their lives are also positively impacted. 
The help truly goes both ways. While 
dealing with the grief of just having lost 
by friend to the coronavirus, seeing the 
people I care for did just as much to help 
me. They saved me.” 

“Our community outreach model is 
personal by design,” said Kim Barbero, 
who leads the Outreach Team for MHA. 
“Staff engage with individuals living 
independently in their homes and com- 
munity settings, focusing on activities 
of daily living and ways to help folks in- 
crease their independence. The frequency 
of meetings varies with individual need, 
from daily to just a couple visits a week. 
We have 27 members of our Outreach 
Team, and each one does an incredible 
job in this vital role because of the con- 
cern and passion they have for the people 
in their care. It speaks to the character of 
everyone who works on the team.” 


ESTIMATED REHAB 
(48,895 sq ft) 
$14-15 Million 


(From Catlin Architecture) 


=. TS 
ESTIMATED NEW 
CONSTRUCTION 
(15,000 sq ft) 
$9-10 Million 


(From Catlin Architecture) 
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RV industry booming regionally 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION — Make no mistake 
about it, the RV industry is boom- 
ing. As the travel industry struggles, 
residents looking to vacation are in- 
vesting in an alternate mode of trans- 
portation, and dealers are cashing in. 

“We have everything in place. We 
don’t have to invent anything,” said 
Bob Zagami, Executive Director of 
the New England RV Dealers Asso- 
ciation. “People want to have a great 
time with their families, they want 
to be outdoors in the fresh air, they 
want to go hiking, biking, fishing or 
just sit around the campfire and talk 
to the kids. We have the industry that 
will allow them to do that.” 

Nine million RVs are already on 
the road in the United States and 
400,000 new RVs are sold each year, 
said Zagami. From $6,000 pop-up 
campers to million-dollar motor 
homes, the industry has much to of- 
fer. 

“Take any aspect of it that you 


want, the whole industry is showing 
positive increases and accessibili- 
ty across markets that we’d never 
thought of before,” said Zagami. 

COVID-19 has been tough on 
many, but the rising demand for mo- 
tor homes has kept Zagami’s indus- 
try functioning well. He shared in- 
sight on why RVs have become one 
of this spring’s hottest commodities. 

“Airlines are going to take years 
to come back. Cruise ships? I don’t 
know what they can do short of giv- 
ing out free passes to get somebody 
back on a ship,” said Zagami. “As 
we make more people aware of our 
products and services and as the peo- 
ple who already practice RVing talk 
to their friends and relatives about it, 
it’s general consensus that RVs are 
the only chance that we’ve got for 
people to recreate and try to forget 
the past two months and the impact 
that it’s had on their lives.” 

One recent weekend, a member 
of the association was able to sell 27 
units in one weekend, Zagami said. 
He added that “anything you can 


have in your house today; you can 
have in an RV.” 

From trunk trailers to fifth-wheel- 
ers and park models, mobile homes 
come in all shapes and sizes. For 
people planning a vacation or just 
looking to temporarily leave their 
surroundings, mobile homes can be 
a resource of great value. 

“People want to go on vacation; 
they want to spend time with their 
family. We’re just saying, “Hey, we 
have a better way to do it.’ Quite 
honestly, the industry is working ona 
campaign just for that. The message 
is going to get out there that says, 
‘Hey, if you’re going to do anything 
this year, you’re probably going to 
do it in an RV,” said Zagami. 

The New England RV Dealers 
Association represents RV dealers 
in all six New England states and is 
based out of Hudson. 

Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer 
and can be reached at dzbierski@ 
turley.com. 


Audit urges improvements to waitlist, 
attendance monitoring statewide 


BOSTON -— In a recent audit of 
the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, state Auditor 
Suzanne M. Bump identified weak- 
nesses in its new systems to admin- 
ister access to and operation of adult 
education programs. 

Areas singled out for improve- 
ment included maintenance of wait- 
ing lists, accuracy of attendance 
records and monitoring visits at AE 
providers. The audit examined the 
period of July 1, 2018 through June 
30, 2019. 

“The commonwealth’s adult edu- 
cation program provides these learn- 
ers ways to improve their lives and 
those of their families, and has wider 
community and economic benefits. 
We all benefit from a robust adult ed- 
ucation system. Our finding recom- 
mends specific ways to get the most 
from DESE’s new system,’ Bump 
said of the audit. “I commend the 
agency for responding thoughtfully 
and resolutely.” 

Bump’s office reviewed atten- 
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dance records for 60 AE courses and 
found inaccuracies in 59 of them, 
including instances of students who 
were recorded as absent but were 
present and students who were re- 
corded as present but were actually 
absent. In its response, DESE points 
to a transition between data systems 
as the source of this issue and indi- 
cates it is taking steps to resolve it. 
The audit notes AE program funding 
is awarded based on student atten- 
dance and without accurate atten- 
dance data, DESE cannot ensure eq- 
uitable distribution of funding to AE 
providers. 

Additionally, the audit showed 
DESE did not ensure waitlist infor- 
mation tracked by third-party AE 
providers was complete, accurate 
and up to date. The audit notes this 
could prevent interested students 
from accessing AE programs and 
could result in ineffective planning 
and assessment of demand. DESE 
indicated the same transition be- 
tween data systems was the source of 
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this issue and committed to address- 
ing it. A 2014 audit of DESE found 
similar issues related to waitlists for 
charter schools. 

Finally, the audit found the agen- 
cy did not always perform regularly 
scheduled site visits for AE provid- 
ers and did not consistently follow its 
risk-based approach for scheduling 
these provider monitoring visits. 

The AE program offers free edu- 
cational assistance to Massachusetts 
residents who are 16 years and old- 
er and who are not enrolled in high 
school. Providers include commu- 
nity-based organizations, religious 
institutions, local governments 
(through their school systems) and 
correctional facilities. The program 
is funded by both state and feder- 
al grants administered by DESE. 
During the audit period, DESE 
granted $39,927,932 to AE provid- 
ers; $30,019,765 of this consisted of 
state appropriations and $9,908,167 
consisted of federal appropriations. 
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20% OFF 


Rose Bushes 
All Nionth 


Climbers, Hybrid Teas, Landscape Roses 
and “Knock Out" Roses 








Graduation 
Long Stem Rose Special 


One Dozen 
Long Stem Roses 


*19.99 


With Baby’s Breath & Greenery = 
Specially Wrapped & Bowed 





First of the Season 
Locally Grown 


Strawberries 
Red, Ripe & Delicious 


While It Lasts 


From Dan Smiarowski Farm 
Sunderland, Ma. 












Instant Color! 


Six inch pots 
Full of Blooms 


*4..99 
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Marigolds, Zinnias, Salvia, Cosmos & More! 


Perennial of the Week 


‘y Asiatic Lilies 


[ "Tiny Collection" 
Y Pink, White & Yellow 
/ Sun Loving Summer Bloomers 


One Gallon Pots °7.99 


Randall's Kitchen 


Summer Salads, Gourmet Sandwiches, 
Entrees to Take Out, Fresh Baked Pies, 
Cookies and Desserts 





Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream 


Half Gallons and 
Hand Packed Pints 
Available in the Main Store 


Elsie’s Creamery Window Service Is 
Temporarily Closed Due To Social Distancing 




















631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 7PM 
Find us on and Youlf3 
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Hampden Library 
to institute 
curbside pick-up 


HAMPDEN - Curbside pick-up will be avail- 
able at the Hampden Free Public Library effec- 
tive Monday, June 15, Executive Director Ellen 
Moriarty recently announced. 

To participate, patrons may examine the li- 
brary’s catalog online at cwmars.org to see the 
titles available. Folks are asked to make sure the 
book is available at the Hampden Free Public Li- 
brary, 625 Main St., as there are no inter-library 
loans available at this time. 

Patrons are asked to limit their requests to 
once a week as the library begins this new pro- 
cess. 

Folks should email their full name and list 
of titles (with authors) to illhm@cwmars.org 
(Cindy or Doria), adult, limit five books and/ 
or DVDs; emoriarty@cwmars.org, young adult, 
limit five books and/or DVDs; or krumplik@ 
cwmars.org, youth, limit 10 picture books, five 
chapter books and/or five DVDs. In the email, 
patrons should include the specific time they will 
pick up the books the next available day. Times 
are Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from noon 
to 4 p.m.; Thursday from 2-6 p.m.; and Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to | p.m. 

Books will be placed in a bag with the pa- 
tron’s name and left on a bench on the North 
Road side of the library by the tree belt. Folks are 
asked to limit the bench to one person at a time. 

All books should be returned to the library’s 
book drop and DVDs and audio books should be 
returned to the media drop box. Returned materi- 
als will be placed in a 72-hour quarantine before 
being checked and returned to circulation. There 
are no fines for late material at this time. 

For more information, call the library at 566- 
3047. 
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Basketball Hall of Fame coins now on sale 


Proceeds to help grow the 
same of basketball 


SPRINGFIELD — In keeping with 
the mission to preserve the legacy and 
grow the game of basketball, basket- 
ball fans will have the opportunity 
to own a piece of the game’s history 
while supporting the sport’s future 
with the launch of a commemorative 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame coin. 

“This endeavor has been years in 
the making and we couldn’t be more 
excited to be launching a commem- 
orative coin with the U.S. Mint this 
week,” said John Doleva, of Wilbra- 
ham, president and CEO of the Hall 
of Fame. “These coins are a unique 
opportunity for fans to own a piece of 
basketball history while supporting the 
Hall and the game itself, as the funds 
generated will allow us to bolster our 


endowment, educational programs and 
ever-growing portfolio of events.” 

Located in the Birth City of Bas- 
ketball, Springfield, Hall of Fame 
promotes and preserves the game of 
basketball at every level. Since the 
Basketball Hall of Fame opened its 
doors in 1959, it has operated as a non- 
profit organization relying on the gen- 
erosity of others to preserve the legacy 
of the game. The commemorative coin 
sale launched June 4. 

Creating a coin was a multi-year 
effort by U.S. Rep. Richard Neal, U.S. 
Rep. Andy Barr, and Sens. Elizabeth 
Warren and the late John McCain, 
along with countless Hall of Fame 
members. 

Coins will be available on a first- 
come-first-served basis and orders will 
be limited to one coin type/finish per 
person, while supplies last. Custom- 
ers should enter the South Side of the 
property (Hilton Garden Entrance) 


where Hall of Fame staff will provide 
instructions. State of Massachusetts 
directives regarding COVID-19 proto- 
cols will be followed. 

The U.S. Mint will be accepting or- 
ders online at catalog.usmint.gov. 

Pricing for the $5 gold coins is 
based on the Mint’s “Pricing of Nu- 
mismatic Gold, Commemorative 
Gold, and Platinum Products” table at 
catalog.usmint.gov/coins/gold-coins. 

Mintage for this commemorative 
coin program is limited to 50,000 $5 
gold coins, 400,000 silver dollar coins, 
and 750,000 half dollar coins. Coin 
prices include surcharges of $35 for 
each gold coin, $10 for each silver 
coin and $5 for each half-dollar coin, 
which are authorized to be paid to the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza- 
tion, to fund an endowment that will 
enable increased operations and edu- 
cational programming. 


Scholarship Foundation names raffle winners 


WILBRAHAM -— The _ Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Scholarship Foundation 
has announced the winners of its annual 
fundraising raffle. Due to the support 
of the community, the Foundation will 
award $10,000 in scholarships this year 
to graduating high school seniors from 
Hampden and Wilbraham. 

The winners are: Sheryl Commer, 
New England Patriots tickets courte- 
sy Wilbraham-Hampden Scholarship 
Foundation; Johnathan Lang, AAA 
Driving School Course Certificate cour- 


yicountrybank 


For Business. For Living. For You. 


MEMBER FDIC | MEMBER DIF 


countrybank.com 


tesy AAA; Barbara Fitzgerald, Star 
Wars LEGO kit courtesy Michael St. 
Marie, CPA; Adam Long, $300 Big Y 
gift card basket courtesy LUSO Fed- 
eral Credit Union; Kandy and Anthony 
Tranghese, Western Mass. restaurant 
gift pack, courtesy Cima, Krazy Jakes, 
Mandarin of Wilbraham, Route 20 Bar 
and Grille and Main Street Tavern; the 
Shirley Family, 55-inch flat screen TV 
courtesy John Flynn; Linda Socha, 
Apple AirPods Pro courtesy Trombley 
Associates Investment and Retirement 


Planning; George Fontaine, $250 La 
Cucina gift certificate courtesy La Cuci- 
na di Hampden House; Judi O’Brien, 
Central Chevrolet car detail courtesy 
Central Chevrolet; John Hegarty, John 
Medeiros bracelet courtesy Scented 
Garden Gift Shoppe; and Russ Hughes, 
Jake Hotaling photography courtesy 
Jake Hotaling. 

In addition to congratulating the 
winners, the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Scholarship Foundation thanks all of 
the donors for their generosity. 


The best agent to help you 


buy or sell your Wilbraham 


home is the agent who 
lives in Wilbraham! 


MEET AMAL SOFFAN ARDOLINO 
Your Local Community Expert. 


Hi! | am a full time Realtor with Real Living Realty 
Professionals. | have over 12 years of real estate 
experience and | have participated in closing hundreds of 
transactions at every level. 

| am a resident of Wilbraham and a mother of two 
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100 Burleigh Rd. 21 Bennett Rd. 


ACCEPTED 


| boys who attend Wilbraham schools. My husband and | 
are very active in the community. 

When Marketing a home for sale, | often find that 
insight from the current members of our community are 
most valued and helpful to those considering moving into 
our area. Please reach out and share your experience 
with me. Thank you for helping Real Living and | market 
homes in your community at the highest level. 


SEE AMAL'S SUCCESS IN WILBRAHAM 
_SOLD! 


SOLD! 








SOLD! 


211 Manchonis Rd Ext 


FOR SALE! 


4 Belli Dr. 








143 Crane Hill Rd. 
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Recent police activity 
in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Police Department 
released information on recent police activity reported 
by Capt. Timothy Kane. Those arrested or summonsed 
will appear in court at a future date and are innocent until 
proven guilty. 


May 24 

At 9:24 p.m., a Wilbraham officer observed a black 
Ford Fusion failing to stay within its marked lane on 
Boston Road. The vehicle was stopped. The officer ob- 
served alcohol in the vehicle. The operator, Devin Cave, 
23, of West Warren was arrested for operating under the 
influence of liquor and for carrying a dangerous weapon 
(nunchaku’s). 


May 30 

At 1:05 p.m., Wilbraham police observed a man on 
a moped failing to stay in his marked lane on Maynard 
Road. The vehicle was stopped on Boston Road. The 
officer observed signs of intoxication and shortly after 
attempting field sobriety tests, Richard Eames Jr., 49, of 
Springfield, was placed under arrest for operating under 
the influence of liquor fourth offense and reckless opera- 
tion of a motor vehicle. 


Big Y names 
new appointments 


SPRINGFIELD — Big Y Foods recently announced its 
new appointments within the company. James T. Billing- 
sley, of Wilbraham, has been named senior accounting 
manager at Big Y’s Store Support Center in Springfield. 

“At Big Y, we are committed to providing the tools 
and training necessary to support our employees in their 
development,’ Michael Galat, vice president of employee 
services at Big Y, said. “We look forward to their growth 
in pursuit of excellence as they personally develop their 
own skills in order to take on these new levels of respon- 
sibility.” 

Big Y is an independently owned supermarket chain 
that operates 83 locations in Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut, including a store on Boston Road in Wilbraham. 


Senior Center offers 
‘Virtual Happy Hour’ 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Senior Center and 
Activities Coordinator Jennifer Curtis invite seniors to a 
weekly, “Virtual Happy Hour” of positive talk — with no 
COVID-19 talk allowed. 

The Virtual Happy Hour will take place every 
Wednesday through June 8 at 9:30 a.m. The next meeting 
will take place Wednesday, June 17. 

A phone or computer with Internet connectivity is 
required for attendance, as the meeting will take place 
using Zoom video conferencing software. Folks may use 
the Meeting ID: 977 3752 3642 or dial 1-646-876-9923 
to attend. 

For more information or assistance, call Curtis at 596- 
8379. 
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Health New England donates $2,500 to MHA 


SPRINGFIELD, MA — Due to the 
impact and disruptions COVID-19 
is causing on the families, individ- 
uals and businesses that live, work 
and play in our community, Health 
New England is responding with its 
COVID-19 Response Mini Grant 
program, according to Katie Bruno, 
public health and wellness program 
manager for Health New England. 

“Health New England’s 
COVID-19 Response Mini Grant 
provides flexible resources to local 
non-profit organizations that are sup- 
porting our most vulnerable commu- 
nities impacted by COVID-19,” Bru- 
no said. “We are pleased to announce 
a grant award of $2,500 to the Mental 
Health Association to help the agen- 
cy provide needed supports for peo- 
ple in recovery from substance use 
who must shelter in their homes as a 
result of the current health crisis. The 
population MHA expects to serve 
with this funding is especially vul- 
nerable to the resulting health risks 
of isolation, anxiety and depression. 
We are pleased to support this critical 
and timely response.” 

According to Sara Kendall, vice 
president of clinical operations for 
MHA, Health New England’s $2,500 
grant will support two MHA guides/ 
certified recovery coaches who will 
establish and maintain frequent, in- 
tensive connections with individuals 
served via phone and/or teleconfer- 
encing. Health New England’s grant 
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MHA guides Noah Witt (left) and Dallas Clark will see a boost to their 
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program courtesy of a $2,500 grant from Health New England. 


funding will enable MHA to provide 
intensive recovery coaching services 
for people in recovery, ranging in 
age from young adults to elders, who 
have no health insurance or whose 
health insurance does not cover this 
care. 

Kendall explained that the MHA 
guides will assess the current situa- 
tion of each individual served via a 
wellness plan to help identify their 
needs and then work with them to ac- 
cess resources in the community that 
meet those needs. Guides will uti- 
lize MHA’s TeleWell telehealth app, 
which enables “face-to-face” virtual 


interaction via smartphone, tablet or 
computer. In cases where interaction 
in person is warranted, and as Mas- 
sachusetts re-opening _ restrictions 
permit, it is possible for MHA guides 
to meet clients in person, using so- 
cial distancing protocols and wear- 
ing appropriate personal protective 
equipment, either at MHA’s BestLife 
Emotional Health and Wellness Cen- 
ter or in the community. 

For those who would like to learn 
more or to benefit from the support- 
ive services of a MHA Recovery 
Coach/Guide, contact BestLife at 
844-MHA-WELL. 


Cedarbrook z@ Village 
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» Studio, One bedroom, and Two bedroom apartments available, with multiple floor plans 
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Opening in late Summer early Fall Call to reserve your tour of Cedarbrook NOW Leave a deposit NOW (fully refundable) 






Beth LaForge 413-207-1338 


Call 413-758-5377 
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Slippery scales and serpent tales 


estern Massachu- 
setts, and in partic- 
ular, Hampden and 


Wilbraham, holds a special 
significance surrounding slith- 
ery serpents in this country. 

One of the nation’s earli- 
est ballads, “On Springfield 
Mountain,’ takes its name 
from the hill in present day 
Hampden and Wilbraham, 
when, on Aug. 7, 1761, Tim- 
othy Merrick was bitten and 
killed by a timber rattlesnake only 
days before he was set to be mar- 
ried to Sarah Lamb. At the time, 
the two towns were one, and the 
incident is believed to have taken 
place while Merrick was tending 
his father’s fields, which extended 
to present day Hampden. 

The incident inspired a ballad 
that has seen numerous adapta- 
tions in the time since, but was one 
of the last known deaths by rattle- 
snake bite in Massachusetts until 
recently. 

Rattlesnakes have been bask- 
ing in the hot seat of regional politics, when 
a few years ago, the state hoped to introduce 
the endangered timber rattler on a publicly-in- 
accessible portion of land within the Quabbin 
Reservoir — connected to land by a narrow 
causeway. Those plans were abandoned after 
public outcry. 

Snakes, however, keep a constant presence. 
Fortunately in Massachusetts, only the timber 
rattlesnake and copperhead are venomous. 
They are both considered endangered by the 
commonwealth but there are other, non-ven- 
omous snakes that slither and slide through 
the woods. Like milk snakes, rat snakes, gar- 





On, the 
eat 
rail 









TIMES 


EDITOR 


ie 
Tyler S. Witkop 


ter snakes and water snakes. 
While they are non-venom- 
ous, they can still get in the 
way of a good time. 

This past weekend, I had 
several run-ins with my own 
“pesky sarpents,” and that will 
leave quite an impression. 

With sunshine and tem- 
peratures making outdoor rec- 
reation a pleasant experience, 
I decided that fishing would be 
a great way to pass my time, 

joining some family members at 
the Quabbin. While none of us 
caught anything, we were struck 
by the abundance of snakes, par- 
ticularly water snakes, that decid- 
ed now was the time to mate along 
the banks. In fact, there were no 
less than five that we counted in a 
30 yard stretch by the boat launch 
of Gate 8. 

Sliding in and out of the rocks, 
wrapping around each other and 
snaking their way through the wa- 
ter, they were truly an entertaining 

sight to behold. We left them alone 
and they left us alone, giving us something to 
see on an otherwise uneventful morning. 

When our time at the Quabbin was over, I 
decided on my way home to stop by the Chi- 
copee River, on the border of Ludlow and Wil- 
braham at Red Bridge. Fortunately, once the 
severe storms moved through, it didn’t take 
long to find a fish — a brown trout about 12 
or 13 inches. Unfortunately, it swallowed my 
hook into the gills and would not survive, so 
I decided fresh fish was perfect for the dinner 
menu. Apparently, great minds think alike, be- 
cause another creature had similar ideas. 


Without a stringer, I left my catch on the 
rocks where water could keep it from drying 
out in the sun. I thought little of it as anything 
that decided to take my fish, even the river, 
would have to deal with me. So I thought. 

Maybe an hour later, my lure wedged into 
some rocks. Leaving my post for about a min- 
ute, I was able to free the snag and save my 
lure. When I returned, there was no fish to be 
seen. Anywhere. I looked under rocks, stuck 
my hand in places I couldn’t see and scanned 
the water. Nothing. My fish disappeared. Could 
it have been a sneaky heron? Did the river re- 
claim its child? Did it somehow skip thousands 
of years of evolution and sprout legs? 

After several minutes of looking and utter- 
ing words that cannot be repeated, I found my 
answer, as from seemingly nowhere, I saw a 
trout’s body swim in front of me. Upon closer 
inspection, the fish wasn’t swimming, it was 
halfway out of the mouth of the largest water 
snake | have seen. 

Hastily I sought to retrieve my dinner, 
smacking the beast with my rod tip. It took 
several strikes before it gave up my fish, which 
floated back to the surface at the edge of my 
reach. But before I could retrieve dinner, the 
snake darted back and grabbed it again, head- 
ing for the current. Determined not to be foiled 
by nature, I returned to my discipline. Once 
again, it surrendered my meal and retreated 
to the shelter of the rocks. Unfortunately it 
appears the snake didn’t learn a lesson, as my 
fish was taken into the current, where again, 
the thief darted and made its meal from what 
was supposed to be mine. 

It was an unbelievable experience and one 
I will not soon forget, though I will take solace 
knowing that fish made it into a belly. But I’m 
not a fan of thieves and pesky serpents in par- 
ticular. Next time I won’t let my guard down. 





Letters /o (he Editor 
Memorial School will not 


Vote ‘No’ to relocate senior 
center to Memorial School 


To the editor: 


At the Annual Town Meet- 
ing on June 15, voters will be 
asked to vote on Article 46 
to relocate the new proposed 
Senior Center from the rec- 
ommended site behind Town 
Hall on Springfield Street to 
Memorial School. 

Locating a new Senior 
Center to Memorial is neither 
practical nor fiscally prudent 
for Wilbraham seniors and 
taxpayers. 

Memorial is 70 years old 
and 48,895 square feet. As- 
sessed value is $3,396,700. 
It's not ADA compliant in 
many areas, no A/C, asbes- 
tos throughout, 25-foot ceil- 
ings problematic for heating 
and A/C, toilets need to be 
replaced, long corridors are 
difficult for seniors especial- 
ly those with disabilities, no 
sprinkler system, steam heat 
needs to be converted to hot 
water baseboard, roofs need 
replacement, most windows 
are 15-20 years old, driveway/ 
drainage needs replacement/ 
repairs, inefficient energy, 
and more. Much of this can 
be found in Feasibility Study 
online. 

Mass. General Law es- 
sentially says if renovations 
exceed 30 percent of assessed 
value, the entire building 
must be brought up to code. 
In this case, 30 percent is 
$1,019,010. Needed replace- 


ment of two boilers alone is 
about $2,000,000. 

Independent project archi- 
tect, John Catlin of Catlin Ar- 
chitecture, of Keene, N.H. has 
significant experience having 
built over 50 seniors centers 
throughout U.S. His prelim- 
inary estimate to rehab Me- 
morial and make general code 
upgrades is $14-15 million. 
And we all know when you 
rehab an old building there’s 
the risk of finding hidden 
problems. 

Mr. Catlin’s preliminary 
estimate to build a new 15,000 
square foot senior center is 
$9-10 million. 

The eight-member Feasi- 
bility Committee considered 
20 buildings or sites over a 
seven-year period. They held 
39 public meetings. They 
toured Memorial three dif- 
ferent times with different 
town officials and department 
heads. Each time the conclu- 
sion was same: The building 
is too large and too expensive 
to renovate. 

It’s utterly foolish to spend 
more money and get less. Re- 
spect the wisdom and due 
diligence of the Feasibility 
Committee and others who 
were involved. Vote “No” on 
Article 46. 


Matt Villamaino, President 
Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors, Inc. 

Wilbraham 


fulfill the needs 


To the editor: 


When does a building become 
obsolete? A building becomes ob- 
solete when it no longer fulfills the 
purpose the structure was designed 
and built for within the communi- 
ty. The other major considerations 
are non-compliance with current 
building codes, energy efficiency 
standards and outdated technology. 
Memorial School which was built in 
1950 is a prime example of an asset 
that no longer fulfills the communi- 
ties needs. 

Attempts have been made to 
utilize this structure for other pur- 
poses with marginal success. A 
1950 facility does not lend itself 
to transition to meet the needs for 
a 2020 school, habitable facility or 
business. Costs to remediate haz- 
ardous materials and demolish a 
building are cost prohibitive there- 
fore older structures remain. This 
is a common occurrence all over 
America. If costs allowed, towns 
would demolish these assets and get 
the liabilities off the books to allow 
redevelopment. 

It is hard to see a community 
asset sitting mostly idle and seem- 
ingly not fully utilized. The fact is 
that Memorial School has fulfilled 
the need it was designed for. Like 
all things it had a useful life expec- 
tancy which it has well surpassed. A 
structure like Memorial School had 
a useful life expectancy of 50 years 
or less for all elements of the build- 
ing structure, mechanicals, electri- 
cals, etc. 


of seniors 


Retrofitting a 70 year old build- 
ing for repurposing is not cost ef- 
fective. If it was, investors and de- 
velopers would be taking advantage 
of these opportunities. Hazardous 
material elimination, code update 
compliance, energy efficiency com- 
pliance, mechanical, fire protection, 
accessibility, electrical and technol- 
ogy requirements can be accom- 
plished more cost effectively during 
a new design/build. 

The Wilbraham Senior Center 
Need Study, Feasibility Study and 
Building committees have all eval- 
uated the potential use of Memorial 
School and determined it would not 
fulfill the needs for a Senior Center. 
Budgetary estimates to retrofit Me- 
morial School versus a new Senior 
Center building on the Springfield 
Street proposed site have the Me- 
morial School costs approximately 
60 percent higher than a new build. 
Reports can be accessed at https:// 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 

I recommend a “No” vote con- 
cerning Article 46 proposing the 
current Wilbraham Senior Center be 
relocated to the Memorial School 
building. 

I recommend a “No” vote con- 
cerning Article 47 proposing to 
apply for Memorial School to be 
named a Historic Building. I am 
in favor of renaming the school to 
honor our veterans but Historic 
Building status has many require- 
ments and cost implications. 


Theodore Sowa 
Wilbraham 
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CORRECTION 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times inadvertently attributed the 
wrong party affiliation to a Wilbraham election candidate in the 
June 4 edition. Wilfred R. Renaud Jr. is listed as a candidate 
for re-election on the ballot with support form the Democratic 


Caucus. 
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John Flynn is a tireless advocate 


for Hampden 


To the editor: 


I am writing requesting your 
support for John D. Flynn as in- 
cumbent selectman for the town 
of Hampden. 

For many years, John has 
been a tireless advocate for the 
town and its citizens with his 
lifelong residency and dedica- 
tion to its civic activities. Many 
which go on behind the scenes. 
As a selectman, he has consis- 
tently worked to minimize the 
effect of the tax rate while yet 
encouraging a high level of ser- 
vices. 

The way I look at it is that 
we have always had a choice 


and fortunately have consistently 
made the right choice in electing 
John as our selectman. We can 
choose a known quality of expe- 
rience and dedication over inex- 
perience. So, saying we have a 
choice is certainly true; but we 
need to be careful as choice can 
mean change, and change and 
improvement are not the same 
thing. 

As for me, I will stay with the 
calm, logical attitude that John 
D. Flynn brings to the Select 
Board. 


Cliff Bombard 
Hampden 


Carolyn Brennan a natural 
choice for Wilbraham selectman 


To the editor: 


Through my tenure in public 
service and as a resident of Wil- 
braham, I have known Carolyn 
for over 25 years. When I learned 
of her candidacy for a seat on 
the Board of Selectmen, I truly 
felt a need to reach out to fellow 
residents in writing this letter of 
support. 

Carolyn Brennan is and has 
been a catalyst and example of 
that rare type of person that has 
the deep seeded obligation to 
give back to the community that 
has given so much to her and her 
family. As a lifelong Wilbraham 
resident, she has the hard-earned 
focus, energy and passion need- 
ed to help guide our town into 
the future. Her formal career 
choice has proven this. Her dedi- 
cated experience with the elderly 
— serving as the executive direc- 
tor of the Council on Aging in 


[formerly] Hampden and [pres- 
ently] East Longmeadow — cou- 
pled with her position as chair 
of the Wilbraham Finance Com- 
mittee, certainly qualifies her as 
a natural choice for the Board of 
Selectmen. Our community has 
already benefited by her service 
and her dedication to any respon- 
sibility she embraces has certain- 
ly been demonstrated. 

The old adage, “To ensure 
our future — elect the most qual- 
ified,’ is what Carolyn Brennan 
epitomizes. Essentially, her elec- 
tion to the Board of Selectmen 
would merely be a perpetuation 
of the exemplary service she al- 
ready performs for the town of 
Wilbraham and the citizens here- 
in. It is for this reason that I urge 
residents to vote for Carolyn 
Brennan on June 20. 


Glen R. Clark 
Wilbraham 


Experience needed now more 


than ever 
To the editor: 


I am pleased to offer my 
support to the current Select- 
man John Flynn in his reelection 
bid. John has served the town of 
Hampden for many years as a se- 
lectman and his vast knowledge 
of the workings of town govern- 
ment is impossible to replace. 

His experience is relied upon 
by many in the town offices and 
among volunteer office holders. 
His service to Hampden is not 
just limited to town government. 
His contributions both of his 
time and financially to groups 
such as the Senior Center, The 
Lions Club, the Theatre Guild, 


just to mention a few. 

He and his former colleagues 
on the Select Board have always 
had the best interests of Hamp- 
den at the forefront. Their contri- 
butions helped the town achieve 
solid financial stability. With the 
probability of declining state aid 
ahead of us and other financial 
shortfalls, John’s experience and 
expertise are needed now more 
than ever. 

I encourage the voters of 
Hampden to return John to of- 
fice as he is indispensable to our 
town. 


Robert L. Howarth 
Hampden 
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Meet the Candidates 


and as a Service to our readers, all candidates 

running for office in Hampden were invited to 
participate in our “Meet the Candidates” feature 
in this week’s issue of The Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times. Candidates in contested races were asked 
to submit a 50-word introductory statement and 
sent a series of questions to answer, limiting re- 
sponses to 150 words. All uncontested candidates 
for office were asked to submit statements includ- 
ing biographical and campaign information up to 
250 words. The following section represents the 
submissions received by noon on Thursday, June 
4. No responses or statements of candidacy will 
appear following this week’s issue. 


[: preparation for the annual town election 


Town election 
information 


The annual town election will take place 
Monday, June 22 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Hampden Town House, 625 Main St. Those 
wishing to change their party affiliation or to 
register to vote have until Friday, June 12 to 
do so. Additionally, absentee and early vote 
by mail ballots are now available and a re- 
quest in writing is required. 

For more information, contact the Town 
Clerk’s office at 566-2151 ext. 103 or email 
townclerk @hampdenma. gov. 


Election 
letters policy 


Letters to the editor of no more than 
250 words from supporters endorsing 
specific candidates or discussing cam- 


per author during the election season. 
No letters attacking another candidate 
or political parties, or by a candidate 
supporting their own candidacy will be 
printed. No election letters will appear 
in the June 18 issue, the final edition 
before the election. All letters to the ed- 


Election 
advertising 


To publish any 
campaign publicity 
during the race, please 
contact our Adver- 
tising Representative 
Jocelyn Walker at 
413-283-8393 or email 
jwalker @turley.com. 


Hampden 
Election Ballot 


Monday, June 22, 2020 


Moderator 
One-year term. Vote for one. 


Richard R. Green 
Republican Caucus nominee for re-election 


Library Trustee 
Three-year term. Vote for one. 


Beth E. Burger 
Democratic Caucus nominee for re-election 


Park Commissioner 
One-year term. Vote for one. 


Daniel Slattery 
Candidate for election 


Cemetery Commissioner 
Three-year term. Vote for one. 


Cynthia L. Connors 
Republican Caucus nominee for re-election 


Board of Assessors 
Two-year term. Vote for one. 


Jason J. Barroso 
Republican Caucus nominee 


Park Commissioner 
Three-year term. Vote for two. 


Eric C. Jacobson 
Republican Caucus nominee for re-election 
Carrie L. Joseph 
Democratic Caucus nominee for re-election 


Board of Selectmen 
Three-year term. Vote for one. 


John D. Flynn 

Democratic Caucus nominee for re-election 
Michael P. Allegrezza 

Candidate for election 


Planning Board 
Five-year term. Vote for one. 


Philip J. Schneider 
Republican Caucus nominee 


Board of Assessors 
Three-year term. Vote for one. 


Robert C. Makuch 
Republican Caucus nominee for re-election 


Housing Authority 
Five-year term. Vote for one. 


Deanna A. Vermette 
Democratic Caucus nominee for re-election 


Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School Committee 
Three-year term. Vote for one. 


Maura A. Ryan 
Candidate for re-election 


Selectman 


itor are subject to editing. 


Three-year term. Vote for one. 


John D. 
Flynn 


Hello, I am 
asking for your 
Support on June 
22. I have been 
serving the town 
In various capac- 
ities over the past 
30 years and have 
been fortunate to work with many res- 
idents to make Hampden our commu- 
nity, our neighborhood. It would be an 
honor to continue this work. 





What policies or initiatives will you 
support that would address the needs 
of the town’s seniors? 


We need to continue the growth 
for accessibility in all town buildings. 
Also, we need to continue to look for 
ways to expand the Tax Work Off pro- 
gram to allow older adults to offset 
taxes, while also helping in our mu- 
nicipal government. As we celebrate 
the 20" anniversary of the Hampden 
Senior Center, we are also looking to 
the future with the Senior Center Fea- 
sibility Study. We have a top notch fa- 
cility with dedicated staff, and we need 
to continue to fully support it. 


Are the residents of Hampden re- 
ceiving adequate services for their tax 
dollars? What specifically would you 
like to add or reduce from the budget? 


Our budget has seen moderate 
growth over the years, and everything 
has been essential. The boards have 
done a good job working cooperative- 
ly to maximize the use of every dollar 
because those dollars come from their 
pockets as well! Many budget items 
don’t provide a lot of leeway, so it’s 
important that we look for revenue 
streams other than property taxes. 


Should the town work toward Green 
Communities designation through the 
state? Why or Why not? 


The Green Communities desig- 
nation can provide some benefits to 
Hampden. Fortunately the program 
has been explored in other commu- 
nities, so we will be able to see how 
their experience has been. Then we 
can make a well informed decision if 
the program provides a positive return 
for our town. 


What three priorities will you work 
to accomplish during your three-year 
term that are not being done now? 


I want to continue to look for new 
ways to bring revenue in, so that we 
can reduce the dependence on residen- 
tial property taxes. 


Also, we need to continue expand- 
ing the outreach for public participa- 
tion in municipal meetings. 

Thirdly, there should be more em- 
phasis on services for the older adults 
in town. 

Priorities change all the time. If you 
had asked us a year ago where we saw 
our town, no one would have guessed 
that we’d been in the grips of a glob- 
al pandemic that affects every facet 
of our lives. But like every challenge 
that has come up, we are responding 
In positive ways that will protect and 
serve the people of Hampden. 


What specifically makes you a bet- 
ter candidate than your opponent? 


One thing that separates Hampden 
from other communities is our town 
culture. We understand our roots and 
strive to bring that experience into our 
current lives. I believe that my experi- 
ence and long term involvement with 
our town in many capacities gives me 
the understanding and ability to grown 
Hampden, while keeping connection 
with its history. 


Michael P. Allegrezza 


Hello Hamp- 
den, I’m Mike 
Allegrezza, 
54-years-old, 
grew up in East 
Longmeadow, 
then 16 Acres but 
always lured to 
rural, yet conve- 
nient Hampden. 
Twenty years ago 
I took a shovel and 
hammer in hand approach building our 
family life here and will continue that 
level of effort to preserve yours. 


What policies or initiatives will you 
support that would address the needs 
of the town’s seniors ? 


Thankfully our Senior Center is 
already built for success. Safe enjoy- 
ment of activities, transportation and 
other related expenses are hardly a 
budget concern. Once our COVID-19 
limitations pass, as your selectman I 
would encourage teen and young adult 
interaction. A high school senior/col- 
lege senior to senior citizen program 
could be considered on a regular basis. 
Current unemployment figures may 
increase volunteer efforts. Anyone 
who knows me knows I cater to the 
elderly. 


Are the residents of Hampden re- 
ceiving adequate services for their tax 
dollars? What specifically would you 
like to add or reduce from the budget? 


: paign issues are limited to three total 





In short, no. Our taxes are high and 
services low. I understand we pay a 
premium for rural-suburban life, how- 
ever, implementation of current stan- 
dards, respect for others and environ- 
ment don’t require a budget increase. 

Pve seen excellent performance 
from our Highway Department, Clerk’s 
Office and others. Some areas, though, 
may have to increase efficiency and 
work within current or slightly reduced 
funding. It’s been said we must bud- 
get for worst case scenarios, but why? 
I would consider an avenue of modest 
budgeting with available funding for 
shortages. Let’s not encourage unnec- 
essary layers of government between 
you and your money. 


Should the town work toward Green 
Communities designation through the 
state? Why or why not? 


Green Communities grants may 
offer some improvement in our older 
buildings for HVAC and LED light- 
ing. LED street lighting I understand 
is already in the works. Our Police 
Department and Senior Center may 
have the best equipment already while 
Green Meadows Elementary and our 
Town Hall may see an advantage. As 
your selectman, I would be mindful of 
any contractual obligations and would 
encourage a policy of no aesthetic im- 
pact. 


What three priorities will you work 
to accomplish during your three-year 
term that are not being done now? 


A. Take necessary steps through 
the Board of Selectmen, other boards 
and departments to avoid and resolve 
quality of life issues. Develop a us- 
er-friendly means for all residents to 
truly address their needs with account- 
ability. Supply publicly accessible 
documentation of concerns, actions 
and results. 

B. Increase tracking of issues and 
enforcement of littering and illegal 
dumping. Let’s keep Hampden clean, 
beautiful and proud! 

C. Make a strong effort to keep our 
local resources in mind first. We are 
blessed to have talented blue and white 
collar services available for municipal 
work. All contracting will be cost and 
performance based with equal oppor- 
tunity. 


What specifically makes you a bet- 
ter candidate than your opponent? 


My experience with town govern- 
ment is the exact opposite than my 
opponent; my view has always been 
from the outside looking in. I have kept 
abreast of local government actions 
while living with its positive and nega- 


Please see SELECTMEN, page 9 
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Meet the 
Candidates 


Library Trustee 


Three-year term. Vote for one. 


Beth E. Burger 


Libraries are an important cornerstone of a healthy 
community. 

Our Hampden Free Public Li- 
brary is a unique and valuable re- 
source where people of all ages can 
practice lifelong learning and also 
provide space for gathering. Any- 
one who has visited during a Book 
Club or Knitting Session can attest 
to that. Maybe you have met in the 
Rochford Room for a meeting or a 
presentation. 

My qualifications and strengths 
stem from my love of reading, libraries in general, and 
the Hampden community. Trustees’ duties include hiring 
a qualified director, setting policies, guide management 
as needed and work with local government to secure 
funding. 

Over my 33 years as a trustee I have seen our library 
grow from a warm, welcoming library, using a card cat- 
alog and hand stamping books, to one that provides all 
our citizens access to the expanding world of informa- 
tion; while always endeavoring to retain the charm and 
warmth that we all have come to treasure. Circulation has 
remained steady through the years but now Interlibrary 
Loan circulation allows us to provide thousands more 
items to our patrons and other member libraries. 

I appreciate your support of our library and myself 
in the past and respectfully ask for your support in the 
future. 





SELECTMEN from page 1 


tive effects. My standpoint will be justice for all, crony- 
ism free, with a voice calling attention to issues that are 
not serving the public’s best interest. 

As your selectman, these situations help me bridge 
the gap and provide a better fit for the needs of a much 
larger body of residents who choose less political in- 
volvement. Approaching people with my message in un- 
certain times was a difficulty that soon turned welcoming 
and rewarding. 

This three-year seat has 
not seen a challenger in a 
decade and a half. Strong 
voter turnout is imper- 
ative for success of this 
long overdue opportunity. 
I didn’t coin the phrase 
“Finally a choice,’ it’s just 
what I keep hearing. 
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When barn swallows rule the roost 


GUEST 


ooking at 

life from 
la bird’s | COLUMNIST 
eye view is a : 
unique perspec- 
tive. A_ bird’s 
eyesight far sur- 
passes normal, 
human eyesight. 
And, a_ barn 
swallow can spy 
from the sky a spec of a meal. Dive 
to dine. Swoop. Scoop. Done deal. 
Fast food. Meal appeal. 

As tiny, yet as mighty as barn 
swallows are, they are experts at 
winging it. Everything. As a matter 
of fact, there have been and still are 
times when they absolutely “rule 
the roost.” In plain words, they are 
the dominating and principle owner 
of any place they perch and plan to 
settle their brood to-be. 

Also, like children, barn swal- 
lows play in fields, meadows and 
barnyards. After late spring and ear- 
ly summer rains, they kid around in 
mud puddle pools. Then, as grown 
up, work-a-birds, they craft mud- 
grass nests that invariably get plas- 
tered against a building, or hung 
out in a barn nook, or tucked under 
eaves. Their nests are built specifi- 
cally, annually, however, and wher- 
ever they intend to rule the roost. 
Their realm. They rule. 

And, for the third year, any and 
all attempts at maintaining a private 
entry, free from the 30-40 mile per 
hour takeoff and landing flight pat- 
terns have failed. Neither barn-red 
broom brush, nor shiny, reflecting 





COOMBS 


Support the local 


businesses that 
Support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Wilbraham 


Hampden Times 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 


Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 


ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible 


for 
more than one 
corrected _inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 


proven design skills. 


ae VM me] [ed = 
GRAPHICS DEPARTMENT SEEKS 


PART TIME DESIGNER / PAGINATOR 


Turley Publications, Inc. is looking for an experienced Graphic 
Designer to produce newspaper pages and advertisements in a 
busy, fast-paced environment. Must be efficient with InDesign 
Creative Suite. Web design and Wordpress skills a plus. 


We will consider less experienced applicants but must have 


Design samples required. Send with resume to: 


Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Attention: Graphics Manager 


Or e-mail directly to dsloat@turley.com. 
No phone calls or drop-ins, please. 





tisement. 





Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 





Eggs of barn swallows, captured by the author’s husband, will soon hatch 





and bring about more “rulers of the roost. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


tree-trim wrapped on the under-the- 
eaves, light post fixture — only one 
foot from the front door — has de- 
terred their roost! 

Enter and exit barn swallows: 
birds that are often monoga- 
mous-partners soaring, darting and 
spending hundreds of hours creat- 
ing a mud-pie-thatched nest for the 
coming brood. The batch of three 
to eight eggs needs at least two to 


three weeks of incubation before 
they hatch. About three weeks later 
they can fly from the nest as fledg- 
lings. 

Enter and exit humans: who 
knock on the front door when leav- 
ing. “We gotta let them know when 
we're going out. “Don’t want to 
startle them and have bird’s nest 
bombshells all over.’ 


Welcome back! 
We are pleased to announce 
daY-oleramoyevetelol Coley ocmiall mere 
reopening on June 15th. 


eqPENING 


We want to thank you for your support and patience as we continue to 
monitor the challenges of serving and keeping our communities safe 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. We have structured a plan for in-branch 
interactions that has your health as well as our staff’s as its top priority. 


Re-Open Lobby Date: June 15th | Lobby Hours: 10:00 am — 3:00 pm. 
We will re-evaluate these hours again in a few weeks. 


The Drive up hours will remain the same. 

Monson: 8:30 - 5:00, Monday - Friday | 9:00 - 12:00, Saturday 
Hampden: 9:00 - 4:00, Monday - Friday | 9:00 - 12:00, Saturday 
Ware: 9:00 - 4:00, Monday - Friday | 9:00 - 12:00, Saturday 
Wilbraham: 9:00 - 4:00, Monday - Friday | 9:00 - 12:00, Saturday 


A Greeter will be present at the lobby entrance to assist with all of the 
requirements that must be followed per state laws and we will have 
additional information posted at branches, available on our website and 
in customer communications. Stay Healthy and Safe! 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 


where people save, businesses prosper, communities benefit 


EQUAL HOUSING 


LENDER Member FDIC | Member DIF | www.monsonsavings.bank 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 





“|| Congratulate 
~.| the 
eraduates... 


Wilbraham Funeral Home 
congratulates three of their 
employees (from left) Aaron 
Ruiz (American University), 
Lilly Callahan (Wheaton 
College) and Francis O’Brien 
=). ©) (Syracuse University) on their 
L i ‘ congratulation 5 > - *..{ recent college graduations. 
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A special 
day... 


Wilbur Ham, the official 
mascot of the Peach Blossom 
Festival, helps Nathan 
Demitri’s 9th birthday with a 
parade on May 26. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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The Wilbraham Fire Department and Senior Center pay a surprise visit of resp 


78" birthday June 5. Boynton, a U.S. Air Force veteran, received a surprise car 
services, and Director of Elder Affairs Paula Dubord, while celebrating with fai 
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Wilbraham Family Dentistry, L 
Stephen H. Root, DDS, MAGD 
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Community Bulletin Board 


Send us in 
your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


~ We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 


please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to tyler@turley.com 


Happy 
birthday... 


Wilbur Ham, the official 
mascot of the Peach 
Blossom Festival, helps 
Victoria celebrate her 12" 







birthday. She also received 
a parade of 27 cars, 
including cruisers from the 
Wilbraham and Springfield 
police departments and the 
Hampden County Sheriff's 
Department. 

TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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ect and celebration in honor of Richard Boynton, who celebrated his 






In good 
company... 


A garter snake soaks in 
the sun in the Wilbraham 
garden of the Pilarcik 
family. The serpent 
conveniently situated itself 
next to a dragon statue. 
Are you wild for wildlife? 
Send your photos and tales 





to tyler@turley.com. 
parade and a visit from Jered Sasen, Wilbraham’s director of veteran TIMES PHOTO COURTESY 
mily on Blueberry Hill Road. TIMES PHOTOS COURTESY MELINA BOURDEAU AARON PILARCIK 
Viowese Mon. hure- 725 © FH. 85 ¢ Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges 
85 Post Office Park e Digital X-Rays & Photographs 
Suite 8503 e Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine 
: Wilbraham, MA 01095 ¢ Implant Restorations 
LC 413-596-3881 


e CareCredit - A convenient monthly payment plan 


_£ www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com e Most insurance plans accepted 
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HCC, STCC announce small business 
resource series of online workshops 


Holyoke Community Col- 
lege and Springfield Techni- 
cal Community College will 
jointly host a series of online 
workshops in June and July for 
area employers who want to 
explore programs, services and 
grant-funded workforce train- 
ing opportunities to boost their 
small businesses. 

Each of the three, 45-minute 
remote sessions will meet from 
9 to 9:45 a.m. and focus on a 
different government funding 
source: June 18 (Massachusetts 
Workforce Training Fund); June 
25 (U.S. Small Business Ad- 
ministration); and July 2 (Reg- 
istered Apprenticeships, a pro- 
gram of the U.S. Department of 


Labor). Session leaders will talk 
about program requirements, 
funding availability, and ap- 
plication processes. 

The Small Business Re- 
source Series 1s being offered 
by HCC and STCC through 
their Training and Workforce 
Options partnership. 

“Covid-19 is having a pow- 
erful impact on the workforce 
and our economy,’ said Sharon 
Grundel, director of corporate 
training for TWO. “To emerge 
stronger, businesses really need 
to start re-tooling how they 
operate now and that includes 
re-training their workforce to 
meet new workplace demands. 
Through TWO, HCC and STCC 


are at the crossroads of industry 
and education and perfectly po- 
sitioned to assist.” 

Advance registration is re- 
quired for all sessions. To reg- 
ister, visit hcc.edu/business-se- 
ries. 

Log in information for each 
remote session will be supplied 
after registration 1s complete. 

For more information, con- 
tact Tracye Whitfield, director 
of business development, at 
413-221-4443 or twhitfield@ 
twoworks.edu or Sharon Grun- 
del, director of corporate train- 
ing, at 413-552-2316 or sgrun- 
del @twoworks.edu. 


Harvard Pilgrim Foundation awards 
nearly $230,000 in grants 


WORCESTER -— A total of 
25 central and Western Mas- 
sachusetts nonprofits have re- 
ceived nearly $230,000 from 
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 
Foundation for COVID-19 re- 
lief efforts. 

Among those to receive 
grant funding is_ Lorraine’s 
Soup Kitchen & Pantry in Chi- 
copee and Greater Springfield 
Senior Services Inc. 

“Now more than ever it is 
so critical to support our com- 
munities and organizations who 
are providing services to those 


residents of central and western 
Mass. impacted by COVID-19,” 
said Patrick Cahill, vice pres- 
ident, Massachusetts market 
lead for Harvard Pilgrim Health 
Care, parent company of Har- 
vard Pilgrim Foundation. “The 
impact of this pandemic is enor- 
mous and right from the start 
we responded to the immediate 
needs facing nonprofit partners 
and communities. We are very 
grateful to all who are helping 
to feed and care for our commu- 
nity members, and we are com- 
mitted to supporting them in the 


weeks and months ahead.” 

Other recipients as part of 
Harvard Pilgrim Foundation’s 
COVID-19 Assistance Fund 
include Gardening the Commu- 
nity, of Springfield, Nuestras 
Raices Inc., of Holyoke, and 
the University of Massachu- 
setts-Amherst. 

Harvard Pilgrim Health 
Care Foundation committed 
more than $3.5 million in initial 
grants for COVID-19 relief ef- 
forts in Maine, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Connecti- 
cut. 


Ice cream personality to host Jimmy Fund Bingo 


BOSTON —-_ Enjoy 
some family fun with the 
Jimmy Fund Bingo Night 
Friday, June 19 at 7 p.m. 
The live online game 
will be hosted by Ben & 
Jerry’s co-founder Jerry 
Greenfield and co-hosted 
by Sean Greenwood. The 
game will take place on 
the Jimmy Fund’s Face- 
book page. 

To participate in the 
Jimmy Fund Bingo Night, 
a $10 or more donation is sug- 





ICE CREAM 
Ww 


gested. Participants will receive 
three cards. Confirmation de- 


tails will be emailed to all 
participants prior to Fri- 
day evening. Winners of 
each round will receive 
fun prizes, including 
the Jimmy Fund Bingo 
“Champ” T-shirt provid- 
ed by Chowdaheadz. All 
participants will be en- 
tered to win the grand 
prize. 

For more information 
or to get Bingo cards, vis- 
it jimmyfund.org/events. 
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Jansons is an ambassador for 
the online movement It Could 
Be Me, founded by Triny Willer- 
ton. Willerton, a triathlete, was 
struck by a pickup truck on May 
8, 2018 in Boulder, Colorado, 
spending six days in the hospital 
with six broken ribs, a fractured 
pelvis and a fractured scapula. 
Inspired to make a difference to 
prevent future incidents nation- 
wide, she went to the Internet 
and social media, hoping others 
will join her putting faces to the 
thousands of cyclists and runners 
that train, compete and exercise 
on public roads. 

Jansons, while not a compet- 
itive rider, just recently got into 
riding in July of last year. Once 
she started riding, she said she 
noticed an increasing number of 
people on the road and also start- 
ed hearing others’ horror stories. 
She also noticed, while many 
drivers in Hampden and Wilbra- 
ham control their vehicles re- 
sponsibly, some, either distract- 
ed or angered by the presence of 
anything but a motorized vehicle 
on the road, fail to give cyclists 
ample space. 

“By law, cyclists have to ride 
with the flow of traffic,” she said, 
noting drivers are supposed to 
leave three feet of space when 
passing bikers or pedestrians. 
“Some cars just don’t care.” 

She noted there are many ob- 
stacles cyclists face that drivers 
often fail to notice, like storm 
drains, loose debris, broken glass 
or small cracks that can cause 
flat tires or a biker to lose con- 
trol, and unlike a vehicle with 
four walls of protection, a cyclist 
is exposed and sometimes at- 
tached to their bicycle with clip- 
on pedals. 

As an ambassador for It 
Could Be, Jansons and others 
commit to posting about the ini- 
tiative on social media, as well 
as educating their community on 


SCHOOL from page 1 


Jeffrey Riley that there will be 
prescriptive scenarios for a re- 
turn to school for both students 
and teachers. 

Ganem did say that school 
districts are being advised to or- 
der materials like hand sanitizer, 
gloves and masks. Additionally, 
temperature monitoring will be 
part of the plans, which he said 
he and administrators are look- 
ing into. Ganem commented that 
should the district decide to go 
with a group temperature scan- 
ner to monitor everyone entering 
the building, such technology 
would cost as much 
as $12,000 for a sin- 


gle unit. 
“None of that was 
budget for,’ Ganem 
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cycling laws, volunteer at events, 
make their own videos and in- 
spire others to change attitudes 
across the globe. She’s hoping 
by reaching out to local media, 
making social media posts and 
sparking dialogue, her home 
community will lessen frustra- 
tions with cyclists and runners. 

“T want drivers to see cyclists 
as a person,” she said. “Hopeful- 
ly texters might say ‘My borth- 
er or sister might be out on the 
road today, and put down their 
phone.” 

She encourages folks to vis- 
it massbike.org, where one may 
find links to bicycle laws across 
the state. Some basics that all 
road users should keep in mind, 
according to MassBike, anyone 
may ride a bike on any public 
road or street other than express 
highways where signs prohib- 
iting bikes have been posted. 
Riders may use either hand to in- 
dicate turns or stops and cyclists 
are allowed to pass on the right. 
Cyclists may also have as many 
reflectors on their bike as they 
wish. 

Motorists, according to state 
law, must check for passing cy- 
clists before opening vehicle 
doors. Drivers and passengers 
may face a $100 fine for opening 
doors into the path of any traffic, 
including pedestrians. 

Motorists and their passen- 
gers must check for passing 
bicyclists before opening their 
door. Motorists and their pas- 
sengers can be ticketed and fined 
up to $100 for opening car or 
truck doors into the path of any 
other traffic, including bicycles 
and pedestrians. Motorists are 
also required by law to yield to 
oncoming traffic, including bicy- 
cles, when making left turns. 

For more information about 
bike safety, visit MassBike.org. 
To learn more about It Could Be 
Me, visit itcouldbeme.org. 


said, noting that there are op- 
portunities for additional fund- 
ing through the CARES Act. He 
said he will be reaching out to 
regional partners, like the Lower 
Pioneer Valley Educational Col- 
laborative, to determine if any 
materials can be acquired at a 
reduced rate with group purchas- 
ing power. 

Ganem noted the state is 
advising districts to seek such 
materials on their own. He said 
the state feels individual districts 
could have better luck acquiring 
such equipment on their own, 
but such a system makes districts 
compete against each other and 
the state for necessary resources. 

Ganem said the exact details 
of re-opening ad when are un- 
known but should be announced 
by mid- to late-June. 
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CHICKEN BREAST.°°...21i 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
WHOLE CHICKEN........7!™"™... a 


USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG 
CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS .. 09, 


USDA INSP. FROZEN BEST YET 2LB BAG 


COOKED SHRIMP 41/50 COUNT > $22 


ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ..... > Ito 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
PRICING a 


PORK SHOULDER PICNI 
PRICING $47 7 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SIRLOIN CUTLET 
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A family shares COVID-19 story 


PALMER - While many COVID-19 
patients are making a full recovery, the 
more serious cases have been found in 
people who are middle-aged and elderly 
and people with weakened immune sys- 
tems and other underlying medical con- 
ditions, such as heart disease, diabetes or 
chronic lung disease. These patients have 
a harder time recovering from COVID-19 
and in some cases can deteriorate quickly. 

One of these cases includes Anthony 
D’ Amato, of Belchertown, who has left 
behind a mourning family who loved the 
man they called “dad” and “grandpa.” 

When the news broke of COVID-19 in 
the United States, Anthony’s granddaugh- 
ters, Melanie Ciesluk and Alyssa Maggi 
were both immediately concerned for her 
grandfather’s health and safety. 

“Although he lives alone, my mom 
who lives next door to him is his prima- 
ry caregiver,” said Ciesluk. “As the mass 
panic of COVID-19 grew, I began to 
be concerned for my mom as well. She 
works a few jobs, one of them at a grocery 
store.” 

Never in my wildest nightmares did 
I imagine that both my mom and grand- 
father would test positive for COVID-19 
within one week of each other,’ Ciesluk 
said. 


Her mom, Gina D’Amato, was ner- 
vous about contracting the virus since she 
was at risk because of where she worked. 

“IT was very worried that I might 
give it to my dad and my girls,’ D’Am- 
ato said. “I told my dad not to go to the 
store and I would pick up what he needed. 
Then I got sick, and I wasn’t feeling well 
enough to take care of him the way that I 
usually did. After that we relied on phone 
calls to check in and make sure he was 
doing okay.” 

Then, one morning when he didn’t 
answer the phone, she discovered he had 
fallen and had been alone on the floor all 
night unable to pick himself up. 

D’Amato called the ambulance and 
the EMTs transported her father to Bay- 
state Wing Hospital. 

“Five days later I found myself in the 
same ambulance being admitted to Bay- 
state Wing Hospital in the COVID Unit 
just two rooms down from my father after 
we both tested positive for COVID-19. 
The doctors, nurses and staff went above 
and beyond to care for my father and for 
me,” D’ Amato said. 

D’ Amato was treated by Dr. Benjamin 
Freda, hospitalist and Assistant Professor 
of Medicine at Tufts University School of 
Medicine, who is part of the COVID-19 


care team at Baystate Wing Hospital and 
Dr. Jill Levin, hospitalist, of the Baystate 
Wing COVID-19 care team. 

Every morning when the nurse came 
in to do D’Amato’s EKG, she would ask 
how her father did throughout the night. 

“He was stable for the first few days, 
but then the doctors prepared me for what 
I hoped wasn’t true. His condition was 
declining, and it was unlikely he would 
be able to fight this or make it through,” 
D’ Amato said. 

When it came time for D’ Amato to be 
discharged after spending nine days in the 
hospital, given the circumstances, Freda 
thought it would be good for her to go and 
see her father. 

“He had spoken to one of the nurses 
about how it would be a good idea to get 
a picture of me saying goodbye to my 
father before I was discharged,’ D’ Ama- 
to said. “I am now so glad they gave me 
this opportunity and that the hospital staff 
made it possible for my father to receive 
the anointing of the sick by his priest over 
the phone.” 

Maggi said there is nothing that can 
prepare “you to say goodbye to someone 
who was once so strong, but slowly fading 
away. It was so surreal and heartbreaking 
to see firsthand the pain and suffering he 


was facing, and I wished I could hold his 
hand and comfort him. I was grateful, 
however, that my sister, my mom and 
my grandpa and I were able to have a 
group facetime to see each with the use 
of the hospital’s 1Pad with the help of his 
nurse. He told me he loved me, which in 
itself is usually no easy feat to get out of 
him - a retired soldier and police officer.” 

Then, 17 days after being admitted to 
the hospital, Anthony D’ Amato died with 
his nurse and care team by his side. 

D’Amato said that Dr. Freda and 
all the staff at Baystate Wing Hospital 
“should be commended for all their hard 
work and dedication,” during this unprec- 
edented pandemic. 

“T am grateful that I beat COVID-19 
with the help of so many wonderful doc- 
tors, nurses and the care team at Baystate 
Wing,’ D’ Amato said. My physical re- 
covery started when got I home, but my 
emotional recovery has yet to begin. Los- 
ing a loved one and not being able to say 
goodbye with traditional funeral services 
that bring family and friends together to 
grieve the loss of a loved one makes clo- 
sure more difficult. These are very chal- 
lenging times for my family as I know it 1s 
for many other families as well. 


Dakin Human Society accepting nominations for Humane Awards 


SPRINGFIELD —- _ Dakin 
Humane Society is accepting 
nominations from the public for 
its Dakin Humane Awards until 
July 31. Nominees should be 
people who go out of their way 
to care for animals in need; peo- 
ple who volunteer to help ani- 
mals; or people and/or animals 
who have provided significant 
public service or shown courage 
In a Crisis. 

Finalists in each of the award 
categories will be picked from 
among the nominees and noti- 
fied of their selection in August. 
The award ceremony will be live 
streamed at a later date in the 
fall, and one winner in each of 
the categories will be announced. 

There are five awards to be 
bestowed. They are: 

Frances M. Wells Award 
— This award is given to an in- 
dividual recognized for notable 
contributions to the health and 
welfare of animals. 

Youth Award — This award 
honors a hero, 16 years or 
younger, whose extraordinary 
care and compassion makes a 
difference in the life of an ani- 
mal and makes the world a kind- 
er and gentler place. 

Champion Award — This 
award is given to a public servant 
who makes life better for tens of 
thousands of animals and people 
in their community. This award 
recognizes their dedication and 
compassion on behalf of animals 
and people in need. 

Richard and Nathalie Wood- 
bury Philanthropy Award — This 
award pays homage to an indi- 
vidual who displays a remark- 
able sense of stewardship in 
sharing time, talent and financial 
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resources to improve the lives 
of animals and people who love 
them. 

Animal Hero Award — This 
award recognizes an exceptional 
animal and handler (when appli- 
cable) whose valor and extraor- 
dinary devotion to people proved 
lifesaving in disastrous or chal- 
lenging heath circumstances. 

“Originally, we had planned 
to present the 2020 Humane 
Awards in May,” said Dakin’s 
Director of Development and 
Marketing, Stacey Price. “Then 
the COVID-19 pandemic made 
that gathering impossible, so 
we are planning a live stream 
awards ceremony sometime this 
fall, which will be announced 


soon. We are extending our nom- 
ination period, and with so many 
acts of kindness being offered 
among people these days, we are 
hoping some folks will nominate 
someone whose good deeds have 
helped an animal, as well as the 
people who love that animal.” 
She continued, “For example, 
it could be someone who cared 
for a pet while that pet’s person 
was hospitalized with the virus. 
Maybe someone organized a 
fundraiser to help a person keep 
their pet when faced with sudden 
unemployment. There are many 
people who have volunteered 
at animal shelters, so their ded- 
ication could lead to a nomina- 
tion for them as well. We hope 


people will nominate someone 
they know who deserves recog- 
nition.” 

Nominations are being ac- 
cepted online only at http://bit. 
ly/2NOcgps. Mail-in nomina- 
tions will not be accepted. Nom- 
inees should be residents of cen- 
tral or western Massachusetts or 
northern Connecticut. 

After July 31, nominations 
will be reviewed by Dakin Hu- 
mane Society’s directors and 
staff, and finalists will be se- 
lected. After that, a panel of in- 
dependent judges will select the 
winners by voting in each cate- 
gory. The decisions will be based 
solely on the content of the nom- 
ination forms. Nominators are 


asked to provide thoughtful, 
concise and specific examples of 
their nominees’ efforts on behalf 
of animals. 

Dakin Humane Society deliv- 
ers effective, innovative services 
that improve the lives of animals 
in need and the people who care 
about them from its two locations 
in Leverett and Springfield, MA. 
The organization shelters, treats 
and fosters more than 20,000 an- 
imals each year. Dakin 1s a local 
non-profit organization that re- 
lies solely on contributions from 
individuals and businesses. For 
more information, visit www.da- 
kinhumane.org. 


SPECIAL 2020 OFFER 
Celebrate Your Graduate 


WEST SPRINGFI 


6 ft. x 3 ft. Banner $69.95 


ELD HIGH SCHOOL 


Personalized, weather 
resistant vinyl banner 
with grommets. 


3 ft. x 2.5 ft. Banner $34.95* 


Please send your banner request to dsloat@turley.com 


You will need to submit a high resolution digital image. 
Please include school name, school colors and contact phone number. 


ro) gm 07+ i Bers Pt - ee ot = ef 
*Pickup at Palmer Location FREE - Delivery/Shipping additional charge. 
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CAMPUS NOTES 


Emily MacDonald earns 


Dean’s List status 


WORCESTER — Assumption College announced 


that Emily MacDonald, of Wilbraham, Class of 2020, 


has been named to the Dean’s List for the spring 2020 
semester. Students must achieve a grade point aver- 
age of 3.50 for a five-class, 15-credit semester to be 
included on the list, which is announced at the com- 


pletion of the fall and spring semesters. 


“This semester, our students faced unprecedented 
challenges due to the global pandemic,” said Fran- 
cesco C. Cesareo, president of Assumption College. 
“Following a rapid transition to remote learning, stu- 
dents adapted to the new form of education delivery 


amid difficult circumstances. The Assumption com- 
munity is proud of these students who, despite the 


distractions of the COVID-19 situation, were able to 
remain focused and maintain a commitment to their 


academic programs.” 


Wilbraham resident 
sraduates from Saint 
Anselm College 


MANCHESTER, N.H. — On May 16, what would 
have been the class of 2020’s commencement day, Saint 
Anselm College celebrated its 
with a Celebration in Honor of the Completion of Grad- 
uation Requirements. The event streamed live from the 
Abbey Church where College President Joseph A. Favaz- 
za, Ph.D., addressed the class and then certified that they 
had completed their graduation requirements. 

Anna Moraitis of Wilbraham, was conferred the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Science in nursing, cum laude. 


Clemson awards degrees 
for spring 2020 
CLEMSON, S.C. — James Webber of Hampden 


graduated from Clemson University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in mechanical engineering. Webber was 
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Kathleen Kukulka named 
to Dean’s List 


PLYMOUTH, N.H. — Kathleen Kukulka of Wilbra- 
ham, has been named to the Plymouth State University 


483 graduating seniors 


Dean’s List for the spring 2020 semester. To be named to 
the Dean’s List, a student must achieve a grade point av- 
erage between 3.50 and 3.69 during the spring semester 
and must have attempted at least 12 credit hours during 
the semester. 


Paradis named a 
Presidential Scholar at 
Clarkson 


POTSDAM, N.Y. — Avery Paradis of Hampden, a se- 
nior majoring in environmental engineering, was named 


among more than 4,007 students who received degrees 


that were awarded in May. 


NM HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Baystate: Don’t skip child visits, 
vaccinations during pandemic 


SPRINGFIELD - It’s a message that 
all parents and caregivers need to hear: 
Don’t skip your child’s vaccines during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Since March, we have been seeing 
the rate of under-immunized infants 
double from 25 percent to 50 percent. 
This means that in our community, 50 
percent of babies under 18 months old 
have not completed their immunization 
series,’ says Dr. Chrystal Wittcopp, 
medical director of pediatrics at Bay- 
state High Street Health Center. 

Statewide, the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Health has reported a 68 percent 
decrease in pediatric vaccinations. 

“Although COVID-19 is a very seri- 
ous illness and can affect children, the 
illnesses to protect against with vac- 
cinations are more common and more 
harmful as far as we can tell for young 
children. It is critical to still protect them 
against those diseases in this COVID 
era,’ said Wittcopp. 

Missing important vaccinations puts 
children at risk of preventable diseas- 
es such as measles, whooping cough, 
meningitis and other life threatening ill- 
nesses. In fact, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reports that for 
children born between 1994 and 2018, 
immunizations will prevent about 419 
million illnesses, 8 million hospitaliza- 
tions and 936,000 early deaths. 

So, why are parents skipping child 
wellness visits, which often include nec- 
essary vaccinations? 

“They are concerned for their child 
and themselves that they might pick 
up the novel coronavirus while visiting 
their pediatrician’s office. But, we have 
taken every precaution to keep our offic- 
es safe for our young visitors and their 
parents,” said Dr. John O’Reilly, chief, 
general pediatrics, Baystate Children’s 
Hospital. 

At Baystate’s pediatric primary care 
practices, new safety and infection con- 
trol procedures are in place, including: 
all individuals being asked questions 
regarding health symptoms; giving hand 
sanitizer and surgical mask; temperature 
monitoring; spread out appointments to 


minimize the number of people in wait- 
ing areas and only one adult may accom- 
pany a pediatric patient. Potentially sick 
children are separated from healthy pa- 
tients/patrons. 

During the early months of a baby’s 
life, they receive key infant immuni- 
zations to protect them from common 
childhood diseases such as whooping 
cough, common blood infections, and 
pneumonia. Babies are susceptible to 
whooping cough — a disease that can be 
fatal for them but prevented with vacci- 
nation. At age one, babies receive their 
first measles vaccine. 

“We know that there have been mea- 
sles outbreaks across the United States 
and Massachusetts in the last several 
years. It is still in our community and it 
1S important to protect them,” said Wit- 
tcopp. 

As children grow to ages 4 and 5, 
their immunizations begin to wear off. 
It is important for them to have a booster 
dose to continue protection against those 
diseases, especially as they increase ex- 
posure at school. 

At age 11, children receive another 
booster vaccine for tetanus and whoop- 
ing cough to protect them through mid- 
dle and high school. At that visit, they 
also receive vaccines against a type of 
meningitis seen in teens and young 
adults and against HPV, a virus that can 
cause cancer in both males and females. 
Teens will later get a second booster 
vaccine for meningitis and HPV to be 
sure they are fully protected. 

“We are here. We are seeing patients 
in person and via telehealth. If you have 
questions or concerns, call us and we 
will find the best way to get your child 
the most appropriate care,’ said Wit- 
tcopp. 

Baystate High Street Health Center 
Pediatrics will be holding vaccine-only 
clinics on select Saturdays in June to 
provide access to those families who 
have difficulty coming into the office 
during the week. 

For more information, call 413-794- 
2525 or visit Baystate Health Children’s 
Hospital at baystatehealth.org/bch. 


a Presidential Scholar for the spring 2020 semester at 
Clarkson University. Presidential Scholars must achieve 
a minimum 3.80 grade-point average and carry at least 
14 credit hours. 


BHN clinic offers treatment for 
substance use disorders 


SPRINGFIELD — Behavioral Health 
Network announced the opening of a new 
outpatient clinic for the treatment of sub- 
stance use disorders on its Liberty Street 
campus. The clinic offers medically su- 
pervised methadone in addition to subox- 
one, vivitrol, other FDA approved medi- 
cations and counseling. 

BHN offers a full continuum of care 
and services in Springfield for those in 
addiction recovery. Recovery programs 
include acute treatment (detox), residen- 
tial recovery homes, clinical stabilization, 
outpatient treatment and Driver Alcohol 
Education services. 

The new clinic will serve those who 


have started medication treatment for their 
addiction in other health care facilities or 
can be a first step in starting medication 
treatment for their addiction. FDA-ap- 
proved medications in combination with 
counseling and behavioral therapies will 
provide a “whole-patient” approach to the 
treatment of substance use disorders. 

The new clinic will be open seven 
days per week and is located at 395 Lib- 
erty St., sharing building space with other 
BHN programs. The campus also houses 
a crisis center, The Living Room, other 
24-hour treatment programs, an adult out- 
patient clinic, care coordination and out- 
reach services, and administrative offices. 


Blood donors needed to keep supply 
strong amid COVID-19 outbreak 


In times of need, people come together 
to support one another. The American Red 
Cross is asking for healthy individuals to 
step up to help patients experiencing health 
crises by donating blood or platelets. 

As COVID-19 continues to affect ev- 
eryday life, people may not be thinking 
about blood donation. But blood and plate- 
lets are needed daily to help patients bat- 
tling disease and facing the unexpected. 
Donating blood is an easy way to care for 
each other and ensure hospitals have the 
blood products patients rely on. 

As a thank-you for helping ensure a 
stable blood supply, all who come to give 
blood or platelets May 15-31 will receive a 
special Red Cross ““We’re all in this togeth- 
er” T-shirt, by mail, while supplies last. 
Donors must have a valid email address on 
file to claim their T-shirt. 

How to help 

Healthy individuals who are feeling 
well are asked to make an appointment 
to donate this May by downloading the 
free Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org, calling 800-733-2767 
or enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any 
Amazon Echo device. Donors are asked to 
schedule an appointment prior to arriving 
at the drive and are required to wear a face 
covering or mask while at the drive, in 
alignment with Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention public guidance. 

Blood donation opportunities are avail- 


able daily Springfield Blood Donation 
Center, 150 Brookdale Drive in Spring- 
field, now through May 31. 

Each Red Cross blood drive and dona- 
tion center follows the highest standards of 
safety and infection control and additional 
precautions — including social distancing 
and face coverings for donors and staff — 
have been implemented to safeguard do- 
nors, volunteers and employees. 

The Red Cross is also looking for blood 
drive hosts to help ensure a stable blood 
supply. Learn more and sign up to spon- 
sor a drive by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/ 
HostADrive. 

All blood types are needed to ensure a 
reliable supply for patients. A blood donor 
card or driver’s license or two other forms 
of identification are required at check- 
in. Individuals who are 17-years-of-age, 
weigh at least 110 pounds and are in gen- 
erally good health may be eligible to do- 
nate blood. High school students and other 
donors 18-years-of-age and younger also 
have to meet certain height and weight re- 
quirements. 

Blood and platelet donors can save time 
at their next donation by using RapidPass 
to complete their pre-donation reading and 
health history questionnaire online, on the 
day of their donation, before arriving at 
the blood drive. To get started, follow the 
instructions at RedCrossBlood.org/Rapid- 
Pass or use the Blood Donor App. 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM -— _ When 
teams are rebuilding and are get- 
ting a new coach, it can always 
make for an interesting and un- 
predictable season when a team 
is already pretty successful. 

Minnechaug Regional High 
School boys tennis was set to 
have a new coach, but just one 
senior to lead the team. 

Andrew Aguilar did not get 
an opportunity to cap off an 
amazing high school athletic ca- 
reer. 

Aguilar was a multi-sport ath- 
lete that was among a few who 
took part in at least three sports. 
Previously, he was a member of 
the swimming and diving team, 
which has had monumental suc- 
cess. He has also played spring 
volleyball. 

This spring, he would have 
been in his second season as a 
member of the boys tennis team, 
and former coach Loni Ham- 
mons said she was going to name 
him a captain along with Joey 
Gentile. 

“T had no doubt what two 
boys would make great captains 


Please see TENNIS, page 16 
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Andrew Aguilar in action last year. He would have been a senior captain with the Falcons this year. 
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The Spec Pond Summer Basketball League is planning to have basketball this summer once Phase 3 of the re-opening plan begins in 
Massachusetts. File photos 





of acebook.com/turleysports 








Aguilar would have led younger 
Falcons team on the court 


— a 








Spec Pond League will have no fans to start season 


Other rules will be 
implemented as 
necessary for the out- 
door basketball league 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM — One of 
first youth sports the area could 
see will be based out of Spec 
Pond in Wilbraham sometime 


next month. 

Only this summer, it could 
look a lot different for a while. 

For several years, the Spec 
Pond Summer Basketball has 
been both a nightly and a week- 
end gathering place for many 
young basketball players and 
their families, which utilize the 
surrounding amenities during 
games. 

Bryan Litz, the director of 
Wilbraham Parks and Recre- 
ation, organizes the league each 
year. He welcomes many teams 


from out of town, including 
Agawam, Southwick, Spring- 
field, Ludlow, Belchertown, 
Ware, Chicopee, Palmer, and 
even as far as Sturbridge. 

There are divisions ranging 
from third and fourth graders 
all the way up to the high school 
level. There are both boys and 
girls teams and the typical night 
has games being played every 
hour from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
the two outdoor courts. Area 
schools are utilized in the event 
games must be made up due to 


rain. 

The season carries on 
through July and early August 
and then playoffs happen in 
mid-August with the champi- 
onships concluding right before 
the start of youth football sea- 
son. 

Litz confirmed the league 
is planning to start if and when 
the state enters Phase 3, which 
is currently on track to happen 
on June 30. 


Please see SPEC, page 9 
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Kolodzieys 
ready to 
start PVSSL 
in Phase 3 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


LUDLOW - As the picture 
becomes clearer, it looks like we 
will have summer soccer in the 
Pioneer Valley for high school 
students. 

High school students have 
been away from one another 
since March 16, which essential- 
ly all education was shut down 
throughout the Commonwealth. 
Eventually, all recreation and ac- 
tivity was shut down as well. 

Last Saturday, Gov. Charlie 
Baker announced the provisions 
of Phase 2 of the re-opening plan 
as Massachusetts continues to 
stay on a good course with low- 
ering numbers of coronavirus 
cases, deaths, and hospitaliza- 
tions. 

With the start of Phase 2, 
the “cautious” step, the Pioneer 
Valley Summer Soccer League 
is making plans for its return to 
action. 

Just a few weeks ago, the co- 
ordinators of the league, Chris 
and Diana Kolodziey, were non- 
committal about whether or not 
there would be a season due to 
the uncertainty surrounding the 
re-opening and whether it would 
have to be delayed or scaled 
back. 

However, they were always 
hopefully of having a season, 
even with a delayed start. 

Normally, the season would 
start next week, but games will 
start under Phase 3, called Vigi- 
lant. Teams, in groups 10 and un- 
der, can start practicing, howev- 
er, and the Kolodzieys are taking 
registrations and starting to orga- 
nize a schedule that would start 
sometime shortly after June 30. 

So far, the governor’s plan 
has gone according to the three- 
week schedule projects for it, 
which puts Phase 3 on target for 
that date. 

The summer soccer season 
would likely last at least four 
weeks through to the end of July, 
but could also go into August. 
Diana Kolodziey said that is still 
being determined. 

In their preparations for the 
upcoming season, the Kolodzieys 
have also pulled the trigger on a 
brand new website, www.pio- 
neervalleysummersoccerleague. 
com. 

The new site has a new way 
of registering teams and is de- 
signed to move most of the oper- 
ations online, such as scheduling 
and reporting scores and other 


Please see SOCCER, page 16 
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Quabbin League 


Senior athletes being 
hoping for 


featured This week in recreation 


e By Helen Sullivan, that are sold. Season pass- 
By Gregory A. Scibelli mid-] uly Star t Clerk es must be purchased on- 
gscibelli@ turley.com Wilbraham Parks and line. Four different season 


The Turley Publications sports department is look- 
ing to honor the senior athletes who have had their 
spring seasons cancelled by the coronavirus pandemic. 
The senior features have already started rolling out, 
but if you have not seen your senior featured, we en- 
couraged you to send photos and info on your son or 
daughter, and encourage you to contact their coach to 
speak with us. 
We have reached out to spring coaches and athletic 
directors, but are still trying to collect info on every 
team that would have been involved in this spring’s 
season. 
We hope to also publish action photos of seniors 
from previous seasons, though parents and coaches are 
encouraged to send photos of seniors they would like 
to see published in the upcoming editions of the paper. 
All submissions can be made to Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at sports @turley.com. In the sub- 
ject line, please identify the school and sport you are 
writing in about. Senior athletes are also encouraged 
to write in to talk about the season that wasn’t. 


SPEC from page 15 


While Phase 3 lists “‘limited 


crowds” as part of the ability to 
resume athletic contests at the 
youth level, Litz has said the 
main parameter of starting the 
season will be that no fans will 
be allowed. 


“There will be a maximum of 


three coaches on the bench and 
at games,” said Litz. “But once 
we see what guidance the state 
gives, then we will also imple- 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Over- 
30 Baseball League is seeking new players 
for 2020 season. The league has six teams, 
several with open roster spots. Last year, the 
league voted to allow players age 28 and 29 
to be able to join the league, though play- 
ers under 30 are not eligible to pitch. The 
cost of the league this season is $192. For 


returning and new players, sign-ups have 


been placed on hold until a determination 
has been made on the season going forward. 
Sign-ups should resume soon. Based on the 


governor’s re-open plan, the league is aim- 


ment other rules.” 

The Spec Pond league will 
be the first basketball that takes 
place in area since high school 
basketball was shutdown just 
shy of the state finals. In youth 
basketball, the Szlats Memori- 
al Tournament in Chicopee was 
just beginning when the state 
banned all recreational activities. 

As the state continues its 
re-opening process, it is possible 


ing for a start to the season in mid-July with 
a modified schedule. Games are nine in- 
nings and metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats 
are allowed. Fields locations are throughout 
Western Mass. For more information on the 
league, or if you are interested in registering, 
go to https://www.quabbinvalleybaseball. 
org/. The league is also in Facebook. 


the Spec Pond League will be 
able to ease some restrictions in 
Phase 4, if that phase is imple- 
mented sometime in July. Each 
phase of the governor’s plans is 
supposed to last three weeks if 
there are no setbacks. There is 
a registration packet now avail- 
able online for the league. To 
access it, go to https://www. 
leaguelineup.com/welcome.as- 
p?url=specpond. 


Recreation Department 


Summer is speeding to- 
wards us. It’s getting warm- 
er — there have actually been 
a couple of “open window” 
days so far. We all have our 
fingers crossed that the pos- 
itive trends in the public 
health arena will continue 
and we will be able to offer a 
limited summer program. 

The enrollment for mem- 
berships at Spec Pond Beach 
has opened. The beach 
will be open from June 13 
through Aug. 16. The hours 
of operation are 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. (June 13-Aug. 2) and 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. (Aug. 3-16). 

This year, we have some 
changes from previous years. 
I’m sure everyone has ex- 
pected this because of the 
social distancing regulations 
that we are already respect- 
ing. This year, we will have 
to limit the number of people 
who can access the beach at 
one time. We realize this may 
result in some pass holders 
not being allowed admission 
and we ask for your patience 
and understanding with this 
matter. If this should happen, 
please do not take it out on 
the admissions staff — they 
are young people merely try- 
ing to do their job. 

To try and prevent these 
situations, we are restrict- 
ing the number of passes 


passes are available: Fam- 
ily passes, $100 residents 
($125 non-residents); Adult 
single, $80 residents ($105 
non-residents); Senior Citi- 
zen (62 and older), $60 res- 
idents ($75 non-residents); 
and Senior Couple, $75 ($90 
non-residents). 

There will also be a lim- 
ited number of daily passes 
sold. Daily passes are only 
available for Wilbraham resi- 
dents and must be purchased 
online (WilbrahamRec.com) 
in advance of going to the 
beach. Cash will not be ac- 
cepted at the beach for daily 
admission. 

We’re hoping for a happy, 
healthy and sunny summer. 
Everyone will be able to get 
out and hopefully relieve 
some of the “cabin fever” 
pressure we have all been 
feeling. 


Department_notes: Fal- 
con Youth Football regis- 


tration is available online 
only. With things still being 
so uncertain, when you reg- 
ister your child they will be 
placed on a wait-list with no 
cost until more details are 
available. All of our summer 
program, summer camps and 
Spec Pond Beach are listed 
at WilbrahamRec.com for 
all to view with the latest up- 
dates. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. American composer 

6. Very fast aircraft 

9. Workplaces 

13. A mount on a surface 

14. Small freshwater fish 

15. Double-reed 
instrument 

16. Canadian flyers 

17. Famed astronomer 

18. Smooth, shiny fabric 

19. Profited 

21. Conspiracy 

22. Infections 

23. Chum 

24. Secondary school 
(abbr.) 

25. Resistance unit 

28. Sound unit 

29. Ancient city of Egypt 

31. Crease 

33. Polished 

36. For goodness _! 

38. College basketball 
tournament 

39. Scorches 
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41. Describe precisely 

44. Thick piece of 
something 

45. Frocks 

46. Indicates near 

48. Senior enlisted US 
Army member 

49. Anote added to a 
letter 

51. A nose or snout 

52. Clumsy 

54. Satisfied to the fullest 

56. Display of strong 
feeling 

60. Popular awards show 

61. Cuisine style 

62. Expresses pleasure 

63. Monetary unit of the 
Maldives 

64. Utah city 

65. Fight 

66. Messenger ribonucleic 
acid 

67. Body part 

68. Suspiciously reluctant 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Fruit of the service tree 

2.At some prior time 

3. Mongolian city 
Bator 

4, Strongboxes 

5. Russian river 

6. Gurus 

7. Horse mackerel 

8. Pearl Jam’s debut 
aloum 

9. Confines 

10. First month of Jewish 
ecclesiastical year 

11. Famed Idaho politician 

12. Prevents from seeing 

14. Indicate time 

17. Male parents 

20. Tab on a key ring 

21. The Great Dog 
constellation: __ 
Major 

23. Frying necessity 

25. Former CIA 

26. The leader 

27. Produces 
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29. London soccer club 

30. Closes 

32. Region in the western 
Pacific Ocean 

34, Not present 

35. Small drink of 
whiskey 

37. Begat 

40. Helps little firms 

42. Pointed end of a pen 

43. Fencing swords 

47. Inches per minute 
(abbr.) 

49. Hymn 

50. Philippine island 

52. Flemish names of 
Ypres 

53. A way to inform 

55. Small lake 

56. Linear unit 

57. Central Japanese city 

58. Partially burn 

59. Sports award 

61. Part of your foot 

65. Atomic #21 
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TENNIS from page 15 


going into 2020. At our end of the year 
cookout, I named Joey Gentile and An- 
drew Aguilar captains for the 2020 season 
for which unfortunately my time wouldn’t 
allow me to coach for another year,” Ham- 
mons said. 

Aguilar transitioned from volleyball to 
tennis in his junior year, and was able to 
make the varsity team. 

“A junior at the time in his first year 
of playing high school tennis,’ said Ham- 
mons. “Andrew made our varsity team 
and stood out as someone who was an 
effective communicator, excited to learn 
and grow his skills, and committed to ex- 
cellence on and off the courts.” 

Hammons very quickly excelled on 
the court and gained the respect of his 
teammates. 

“He was a friend to all on the team 


SOCCER from page 15 


league information. 

The Kolodzieys say will be looking 
out for the guidance from the governor’s 
office on exactly how Phase 3 will be im- 
plemented as they look to start the season 
as soon as possible. 

“Our goal is to get players playing and 
keep everyone safe,’ the website states. 
“So we are looking at a quick turnaround 
to begin play once we get a thumbs up 
from the Governor’s Office. We want the 
league to be ready to go quickly once this 
happens.” 

Teams interested in participating in the 
league should begin signing up as soon as 
possible and can email ckolodziey @msn. 
com for more information. Teams are 
encouraged to communicate with their 
school and/or recreation department re- 
garding field availability. 


and I appreciated his respect of me as his 
coach and of his fellow teammates,” said 
Hammons. “He was always recognizing 
his growth as a new player to the sport, 
often needing to play with a variety of his 
teammates at the second doubles position 
on the varsity team. 

“He represented Chaug athletics with 
class each time he played, and while his 
senior year likely didn’t turn out the way 
he would have hoped, I know that he will 
persevere and make a way to find the good 
in it all. He was such a joy to be around, 
and I hope he will continue to play tennis 
and remember his time with the team well 
as he goes onto college.” 

According to Hammons, he is headed 
to Yale University to student molecular, 
cellular, and developmental biology. He is 
on a pre-med track. 


On the new website, there 1s a link with 
new rules and regulations for 2020. There 
will be additional information about such 
things as social distancing and other safe- 
ty precautions for the 2020 season. The 
league is planning to have both the high 
school and adult seasons. 

Based on communications with the 
various teams that are regularly involved, 
the Kolodzieys very much want the 2020 
summer season to happen. 

“Based on the overwhelming feedback 
we have received,’ the website states. 
“Many teams want to move forward and 
play understanding that we are up against 
some unfamiliar challenges. 

The site states there will be a “con- 
densed” season, but it unclear how many 
regular games will be played. 
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ATM from page 1 


to replace fiber optic lines at the Town 
Office Building, $100,000 for main- 
tenance of town buildings, $78,000 
for tree removal, and $38,000 for a 
chipper for the Highway Department, 
among others. By funding out of free 
cash, the officials estimate roughly 
$62,700 in interest payments over the 
life of a bond. 

Article 21 seeks to allocate 
$150,000 from free cash to repave 
or resurface various public ways in 
town, in continuance of a 10-year ef- 
fort to catch up on pavement manage- 
ment that is currently in its ninth year. 

Voters also face tow amendments 
to the zoning bylaws with articles 27 
and 28. Article 27 seeks to delete sec- 
tion 6.4.3C, which regulates mixed 
use buildings, in its entirety, replacing 
it with “The first floor (street level) 
of the Mixed Use Building shall be 
occupied for commercial use only 
and shall be limited to the commer- 
cial uses specifically authorized in the 
applicable zoning district by site plan 
approval or special permit pursuant to 
section 3.4.5 of the Zoning By-Law, 
and said commercial uses shall be 
subject to separate approval by the 
appropriate permit granting authority 

. Dwelling units shall not occupy 
the first floor of the mixed use com- 
mercial building.” 

Article 28 seeks to amend the zon- 
ing bylaws to clarify that any cost in- 
curred by the town for decommission- 
ing any large scale ground-mounted 
solar array shall be considered a lien 
under the state’s municipal lien stat- 
ute. The proposed language states: 
“The cost for the removal will be 
drawn from the performance surety 
provided by the applicant or charged 
to the property owner in accordance 


NOTICE 


with M.G.L. chapter 139, section 3A 
as a tax lien on the property and said 
costs will constitute liens for purpos- 
es of M.G.L. chapter 40, section 58.” 

Articles 31 through 40 deal with 
Community Preservation Act re- 
quests. Among the largest requests 
is article 35, which seeks to transfer 
$250,000 from the Community Pres- 
ervation Non-Committed reserve as 
supplemental funding for the con- 
struction of a 3,000 square foot stor- 
age building on the east side of the 
Spec Pond Recreational Complex. A 
similar article was approved last year, 
but no bidding action was taken. Ad- 
ditionally, there are new costs for fire 
suppression, modified floor design 
for drainage, septic system and oth- 
er recommendation, which were not 
in last year’s proposal. Should voters 
authorize the expense, the town proj- 
ect would receive a total of $500,000 
from CPA and a total of $22,000 from 
the Friends of Recreation for the con- 
struction. 

Article 36 seeks to use a total of 
$147,753 in CPA funds for the reno- 
vation of the Old Meeting House, 450 
Main St., to enable the historic build- 
ing to comply with handicap access 
regulations without altering its histor- 
1c appearance. 

Among the largest CPA requests 1s 
article 38, which seeks to use a total 
of $220,000 to purchase 71.51 acres 
from the Gleason family between 
Bellows Road and Springfield Street, 
proposed by the Minnechaug Land 
Trust. The Land Trust has committed 
$26,000 toward the purchase and the 
Wilbraham Conservation Commis- 
sion has committed $15,000. The 
property, which includes a segment 
of the Mill River, contains two vernal 
pools and wetlands. The Land Trust 
seeks to establish hiking trail access 
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to existing others in the vicinity. 

The final two articles, 46 and 47, 
are proposed via citizen’s petition. 
Article 46 reads: “We the undersigned 
require that the binding questions of: 
Should the Wilbraham Senior Center 
be relocated to Memorial School and 
be placed on the Warrant for the 2020 
Annual Town Meetings, for a vote of 
the citizens of Wilbraham, present at 
the said Town Meeting.” 

Article 47 seeks to direct the 
Board of Selectmen to submit an ap- 
plication to make Memorial School a 
historic building honoring the town’s 
veterans. 

In Hampden, Town Moderator 
Richard R. Green said the warrant has 
been pared down to largely operation- 
al articles. 

He said all who attend will be re- 
quired to check in under the portico 
and all must adhere to social distanc- 
ing standards. All voters are urged to 
wear a face covering and everyone 
entering the building will be required 
to use hand sanitizer. Volunteers will 
direct voters to their chair and those 
attending together will be seated to- 
gether, with no more than three seated 
in a section. 

Voters are to note there will be no 
floor microphone. Questions will be 
addressed to the moderator who will 
repeat them. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
those in attendance will exit in reverse 
order of how they arrived. 

“Tf it is determined that the envi- 
ronment is unsafe or not conducive to 
a fair and positive meeting, we will 
recess and adjust,’ Green said. 

For more information or to re- 
view the town meeting warrants, visit 
hampdenma.gov or wilbraham-ma. 
gov. 





MY THANKS 


By Lou Scungio 
Springfield 


My thanks to you my service 
friends ... 

my thanks, appreciation ... 

my thanks to all the time you 
give ... 

accept my admiration. 


To all the doctors, nurses ... 

to all the truckers too ... 

my thanks, enduring 
gratitude ... 


my hope you all come through. 


To all the other workers 
who give us toil an’ time ... 
I thank you one an’ all ... 

I thank you for all time. 
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LUBE - OIL - FILTER 1 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, i 
oil filter, 21 aay check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
©) & Excludes 
diesel & 


synthetic 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


Auto Repair 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 












their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 





Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 6/30/20 T 


This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
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cost of the space occu- any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 6/30/20 T 


pied by the item in the 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 


advertisement. provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


7-4 EXHAUST SPECIAL 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


TAKING SPRING ORDERS 


Ludlow, Springfield, East Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Longmeadow 
Foundation Orders * Lettering “* Monument Cleaning 





10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 6/30/20 T 


ee | 


WHEEL 
, ALIGNMENT CHECK | 


$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 6/30/20 T 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
413-589-7564 Office * 413-589-7588 Fax “ 413-531-5360 


«where every 4th Oil Change is | 


same vehicle 
cannot be combined with other 
coupon offers 
excludes diesel and Syne 
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The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 


(Up to $50/Parts BAR ABE valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 
e Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ° Snow Tire Changeover 


ied Oam-4pm "Sar. (Oam- 4om Meet STORM 7 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE Our Newest 


Team Member! 

Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public | 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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Auto 
Sales & Service 


5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 
MON-FRI 8-4 




















TEMPORARY HOURS: 


ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


June 11, 2020 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 


MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 


chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 


vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


LOOKING TO ADOPT orange and 
white kitten under 3 mos. Will provide 
wonderful home. References available. 
Please call 413-536-3297 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 


Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also hunting, 
fishing gear. Old advertising, cast iron 


cookware. Call Ken (413)433-2195. 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





**x*EKEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and re- 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li- 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$36.00 





Phone: 
State:_ Zips 
ee X perweekrate=$ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L) Check# 
ee ae Exp.Date. = CCV 
Date 


DEADLINES: 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 








Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 





ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


[| 

Sat 
Bole 
GI-p 
Coe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 










GRANBY 








Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BELCHERTOWN 









HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 
















STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
—S  —_— _ aditional word's 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
——~ “ Quabbin 
J 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
mulch, stone, seed, & sod installation, 
trimming, pruning, planting, & mowing. 
Free Estimates. Contact us via cell 
or email at (413)250-7893 2old- 
guys2020 @ gmail.com 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. Call Nick for your 
free estimate 413-386-5014 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


Buying? 
Selling? 
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PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924, 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Wilbraham Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing by remote 
participation on Thursday, 
June 25, 2020 at 5:30 PM 
on the application of Sara 
Hulseberg / Excel Therapy & 
Conditioning, LLC for a spe- 
cial permit under sections 
3.4.5.1 and 3.4.5.14 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law 
to allow the existing building 
on property owned by Robert 
F. Strycharz located at 2826 
Boston Road to be leased for 
use as a rehabilitation & 
training and health & well- 
ness facility as further speci- 
fied in the application and 
plans that are on file in the 
Planning Office and available 
for viewing by emailing 
jpearsall @ wilbraham-ma. 
gov. 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


SSSSSSSSSSSS 


Get cash for as is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 


e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Begin- 
ner to advanced. Qualified instructors. 
boarding, training, leasing. IEA teams. 
Year round riding programs. Summer 
riding program July 6-10, July 13-17. 
Gift certificates available. 860-874- 
8077 Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


PART TIME RIDING INSTRUC- 
TOR wanted for leading show barn. 
Must be reliable, energetic with good 
attitude. Suffied, CT 860-874-8077 





DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterprises 
413-583-8393 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible, the 
public may remotely join and 
participate in the public hear- 
ing using GoToMeeting 
video conferencing technolo- 
gy by following the instruc- 
tions on the meeting agenda 
that will be posted on the 
town website on or about 
June 19, 2020. 

Edward Kivari Jr. 
Chairman 
6/11, 6/18/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0818EA 
Estate of: 


Raymond G. Johnson, Jr. 
Date of Death: 08/18/2017 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by: Eric D. Johnson of 
Orange, CT requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that:Eric D. Johnson of 
Orange, CT be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 


HOUSEKEEPER/ HAMPDEN for 
one or two part time days per week. 
We are an older couple [with an old- 
er small dog] in a well kept fairly large 
home. Our needs include: 

-shopping 

-cleaning 

-organization 

Experience is helpful but enthusiasm 
imperative. Existing person is retiring 
after 23 years. 
mailto:joe @ bonavitacompanies.com 


PART TIME HORSE GROOM 
wanted for weekend mornings. Must 
be reliable, energetic with good atti- 
tude. Suffield, CT 860-874-8077. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
ASSISTANT TOWN ACCOUN- 
TANT 
Looking for a reliable Assistant Town 
Accountant. For application and more 
information please visit www.wilbra- 
ham-ma.gov. Application deadline 

6/26/2020 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Classified Advertising 
DEADLINES _ 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
07/02/2020. 

This 1s NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections with- 
in thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 


HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 





FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 


informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Digital 
Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 
olUi mele le)i(erctilelawmCiomce) 
newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: May 28, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
6/11/2020 


SALE OF 

MOTOR VEHICLE 

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of June 26, 2020 the fol- 
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 


Vehicle: 2009 Toyota Tacoma 
Vin: 5TENX22N39Z619419 
Color: Green 

LKO: John Ferreria 
ADDRESS: 13 1/2 Weston St., 
Wilbraham, MA 


Vehicle: 2004 Pontiac 
Montana 
Vin: IGMDX03E44D 108880 
Color: Red 
LKO: Michelle Plaudde-Jesus 
73 Elmdale St., 
West Springfield, MA 01089 
R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham, MA 
413-596-4374 
6/11, 6/18, 6/25/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Your mnwalin Kitchen, Bath and REMOGEING EXperis 


VANTAGE 


Life revolves around the kitchen-if can become an art gallery, 
repair shop, therapist's office, makeshift home office, or party 
central, where guests tend to gather. With decades of experience, 
KraftMaid helps people choose a kitchen based on how 

they'll actually use it. KraftMaid. Kitchens for the real living room. 


Visit Our Beautitul showroom 


15 RAILROAD AVENE, 


WIT RREAHAM 
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Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry * Quartz & Granite Countertops 
Complete Installation & Remodeling 

FREE Design, In-Home Measuring, and Estimates 

Custom Builf Commercial Cabinetry & Installation 


-396-f445 TCHFN-FNCOUNTRFRS.COM 


Wi Wi Wil 


Summer Kea ding for Everyone! 


Online signups are encouraged by going to 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org 





One family member’s email address can sign everyone up! 





yMAGINE 


— YOU 





Ui - i 
re om rT, os Th =~ ry 
*\ ; a ' — i * | 

| | | | 


nr 





Log pages will be 
available to download 
on the library’s website, 
or you can create 

your own. A parent 

will need to initial it 
and return to the 
library in August. 





ticket to win prizes! 


will be accepted. 


e Preregistration 
begins June 13 

e Program runs 
June 20-August 8 

e Read to earn prizes 
and be entered 
into our raffles 


ia 


Teens register online 
Read a book and write a review. 
Each logged entry will earn a raffle 





Adults 
register 
online 


Read a book and 
write a review. 
Each logged entry 
will earn a raffle 
ticket to win prizes! 
Paper logs 

also available. 

Up to 8 books 

will be accepted. 
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Up to 8 books 


Sponsored by the Collaborative Summer Library Program, the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners, the Massachusetts 
Library System, the Boston Bruins, the Wilbraham Friends of the Library, and many local businesses, community groups & individuals. 


